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The Turnover of Farm Population 

in Kansas* 

James C. Marin 

LTHOUGH there is much discussion of the improvement of 

farm conditions and of the stabilization of agriculture, there 

is remarkably little specific information of historical character about 

the behavior of farm population and of the factors which influence 

that behavior. This study of the turnover of farm population in 

Kansas presents only one of many phases of an investigation under- 
taken in that field. 

The state of Kansas was divided into five belts, or zones, from 
east to west and townships were selected in each in sufficient num- 
ber to make a fairly representative sampling of each area. Except 
for the third or central belt, the selection resulted in the inclusion 
in each division of upwards of one thousand farms after the belt 
was fully settled, the number varying, of course, from time to time. 
The method for determining the division of the state presented 
many problems. Which should be used: arbitrary rectangles, time 
of first settlement, type-of-farming areas of contemporary times, 
soil, topography, temperature, altitude or rainfall? Arbitrary divi- 
sion into rectangles, while frequently used for statistical purposes, 
did not appear to have any meaning for this study. From the 
standpoint of the frontier alone, the division on the basis of time 
of settlement would seem to be most desirable, but such an arrange- 
ment would have a limited relation to subsequent development. As 
settlement moved from northeast to southwest, the process did not 
conform with the natural geographical conditions. Type-of-farming 
areas are more suitable for investigations where time and change 
do not enter. Soil areas are not sufficiently definite and uniform. 
Temperature belts in Kansas run northeast and southwest, with the 
longest growing season in the southeast corner and the shortest in 
the northwest corner. Altitude belts are similar although they run 
more nearly north and south, but in this respect also Kansas faces 
the southeast rather than the east or northeast. Rainfall belts in 
the eastern part of the state run northeast and southwest also, but 


* This article was read in part at the annual meeting of the Mississippi Valley Historical 
Association at Cincinnati, Ohio, April 26, 1935. 
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near the middle of the state, they change directions to north and 
south." 

For the present purpose, rainfall has been chosen as the basis of 
division because of the close relation of rainfall to agriculture and 
because this division more nearly conforms to some of the other 
possible divisions; time of settlement, temperature and altitude 
without their exaggerated extremes. The first rainfall belt of 35 
inches per year and upward runs from the northeast corner of the 
state southwestward. This region includes the section most heavily 
populated during the territorial period. The second rainfall belt of 
30 to 35 inches includes Brown and Nemaha counties in the north- 
east and extends southwest into the east central section, including 
such cities as Emporia, Newton and Wichita. The third rainfall 
belt of 25 to 30 inches extends westward to a line nearly north and 
south through Ellsworth, Great Bend and Pratt. The fourth belt 
of 20 to 25 inches extends to a point slightly west of the one-hun- 
dredth meridian. The fifth belt of less than 20 inches rainfall in- 
cludes the remainder of the state west to the Colorado line.” 

The selection of the township samples presented its difficulties. 
The boundaries of the townships must remain unchanged through 
the years for which census data are available, or if divided, the sub- 
divisions must include the original area. The sample townships 
must be strictly rural in character without being isolated. The 
presence of a small town is permissible, but a city of any size would 
introduce the suburban factor which is a problem in itself. The 
township should be large enough to be fairly representative, and 
foreign populations or other unusual influences must not be present 
in sufficient degree to dominate or distort the results. In practice 
it has been found all but impossible to find townships that have not 


1. Maps showing types-of-farming areas, rainfall and growing seasons may be found 
conveniently in Hodges, J. A., et al., ‘Types of Farming in Kansas,’’ Kansas Agricultural 
Experiment Station Bulletin 251 (August, 1930). A soil map is to be found in the Twenty- 
eighth Biennial Report of the Kansas State Board of Agriculture, opposite p. 100, in con- 
junction with an article on soils of Kansas by R. I. Throckmorton, pp. 91-102. 

2. Group I, First Rainfall Belt.—Doniphan county, Center township; Leavenworth 
county, Alexandria township; Linn county, Valley township; Douglas county, Eudora town- 
ship, Kanwaka — p 2 

Group II, Second Rainfall Belt.—Brown county, Walnut township; Lyon county, Pike 
pete «ng Agnes City township, Reading township; Harvey county, Macon township, Alta 

wnship. 

Group III, Third Rainfall Belt.—Jewell county, Sinclair township; Dickinson county, 
Buckeye township; Saline county, Walnut township; Kingman county, Vinita township. 

Group IV, Fourth Rainfall Belt.—Phillips county, Long Island township; Ellsworth 
county, Lincoln township; Russell county, Big Creek township; Ellis county, Wheatland town- 
ship; Edwards county, Kinsley township, Trenton township, Wayne Couns: Barber county, 
Sun City township, Deerhead township, Turkey Creek township; Decatur county, Center 
township; Ness county, High Point township. 

Group V, Fifth Rainfall Belt.—Gove county, Grainfield township; Cheyenne county, Jaqua 
township, Benkelman township, Calhoun township, Cleveland Run township; Wallace county, 
Harrison township, Morton township, North township, Sharon alae township, Stockholm 
township, Vega township, Wallace township, Weskan township; Hamilton county, Bear Creek 
township, Coolidge township, Kendall township, Lamont township, Liberty township, Medway 
township, Richland township, Syracuse township. 
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been influenced by foreign population to some degree at some time 
in their history. 

The materials used are the original federal and state census 
records giving names and other data for all farm operators, at five- 
year intervals from 1860 to 1885 and for ten-year intervals there- 
after until 1915, after which five-year intervals are resumed.’ Lists 
of names of farm operators were compiled from each census for all 
townships analyzed and these lists compared with succeeding name 
lists to determine operators who were represented in the township 
in their own right or through male descendants.* From resulting 
statistics the following types of data could be established; firstly, 
the total number of farm operators at successive census dates; sec- 
ondly, the persistence of farm operators; and thirdly, the proportion 
of the farm operators of any period who are descendants from those 
of any prior period. 

The whole number of farm operators, both for the townships 
taken separately as well as for them taken as groups, increased 
through the settlement period, frequently, if not usually, to a num- 
ber in excess of what the land would support under the existing 
stage of economic development. The second phase was usually a 
recession in numbers accompanied by an increase in the size of the 
farm unit. Beyond that point few generalizations seem possible. 
When the numbers were plotted in graphic form the curves showed 
no uniformity of pattern. After the frontier or settlement period 
the townships took on characteristics of established communities, 
but not necessarily of stabilized communities. Only in the eastern 
part could the term stabilization be applied with any degree of 
accuracy, because only there has sufficient time elapsed for fairly 
adequate adjustments to environment to be completed. The pecu- 
liarities of agricultural problems on the plains require a longer 
period of adaptation than has elapsed since the original settlement. 
And furthermore, throughout the state, both east and west, the ad- 
vent of power machinery disrupted much of the adaptation already 
supposedly achieved. 


3. These state census records for the period 1860-1925, inclusive, are deposited perma- 
nently with the Kansas State Historical Society. Those for 1980 are temporarily in the posses- 
sion of the department of agricultural economics of Kansas State College of Agriculture and 
Applied Science and those for the current year 1935 are held temporarily by the federal 
agricultural statistician at Topeka. No federal census data were used for 1890 and since, 
because the more recent federal records are closed to the public. 

4. The shift of farm operation from father to children is usually very small during the 
first ten years from any particular census date and only somewhat Leger during the second 


ten years. By the end of twenty years relatively few of the families in question are repre- 
sented in the township, as will be seen from the analysis of data later in the paper, so the 
element of error inevitable through inability to follow the female line is relatively small. If 
. includes male children, the possibility of the male succeeding to the farm instead 
° e fe 


males tends to minimize this constant error. 
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The period of depression between 1870-1875 recorded moderate 
losses of farm operators in the first and second belts. The next 
five years brought increases in population along with partial eco- 
nomic recovery for most of the state. The five years 1880-1885, 
generally prosperous, present a different picture. The first and 
fourth belts lost farm operators. In the fourth it was the result of 
reaction from the boom in the northwest counties. The decade 
1885-1895, mostly one of national and world-wide depression, shows 
increases in the first, second and third belts, the older region, but 
decreases again in the fourth or younger part of the state. The 
decade 1895-1905 recorded decreases in four belts, but substantial 
increases in the fourth. This was the period in which the fourth 
belt was achieving relative stabilization on a basis of hard winter 
wheat farming, and succeeded in running counter to the trends of 
the country both to the east and to the west of it. The decade 
1905-1915 was the first one in which all belts registered the same 
trend, a substantial increase, especially in the fifth. Decreases 
occurred during the next five years, the World War period, except 
in the fifth, and increases during the first half of the twenties, 
except in the second and third. The period 1925-1930, another 
period of national prosperity, brought declines in numbers in all 
belts. It is a period of rapid mechanization of agriculture and 
correspondingly enlarged farm units. In the depression years 1930- 
1935 the decline in numbers was reversed except in the second belt. 
The 1930-1935 change in direction was substantial, otherwise it 
might not be significant as census rolls were probably more com- 
plete in 1935 than in former years on account of the federal agri- 
cultural allotment policy. For emphasis it may be well to stress 
the fact that the number of farm operators increased between 1930 
and 1935 even in the semiarid fifth rainfall belt, the so-called 
“dust-bowl.” 

Although only limited generalizations may be permissible from 
these variegated data, a few things stand out. Economic depression 
was usually associated with declining numbers of farm operators 
during the frontier or settlement stage of development of the 
country, but increasing numbers usually occurred in older parts of 
the state. On the other hand, national prosperity was associated 
with increasing numbers in all parts of the state between 1905 and 
1915, and with declining numbers in most of the state between 
1925 and 1930.5 

5. In this discussion the words “result” or “cause” have been excluded and the phrase 


“associated with,” or an equivalent, is used in order to avoid any implications of “cause-effect” 
relationships. 
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These conclusions have an important bearing on the so-called 
safety valve theory of the frontier hypothesis. It has been rather 
generally assumed by the followers of F. J. Turner that unfavorable 
conditions in the east or older regions resulted in a flow of popula- 
tion westward to free or cheap land, thus affording relief to the 
east and providing opportunity to the migrants. The data collected 
in this study do not seem to bear out such a theory. On the frontier 
the number of farm operators declined more often than it in- 
creased during periods of general economic stress. On the other 
hand the increases occurred in most substantial numbers in the 
older counties and especially those containing a town of some size. 
The significance of the shift resulting from depressed economic con- 
ditions appears to lie therefore in urban to rural rather than old- 
country to frontier readjustment. This urban-to-rural movement 
was conspicuous while there still was an open frontier and it was 
conspicuous in the 1930-1935 period after the frontier was gone. 
The study of the agricultural census rolls, name by name and 
farm by farm, reveals many changes which cannot be presented 
statistically. For the decade 1925-1935, some of these furnish 
significant background for interpretation of the data. During the 
twenties rapid mechanization and increased size of farms necessarily 
reduced the number of farm operators. Many of the less efficient 
were squeezed out and found it difficult to make a living at any 
other occupation. The towns received most of them and thereby 
added to marginal urban population. Much of the tradition of 
agricultural depression of the twenties was associated with these 
who were eliminated or who were on the borderline. More ac- 
curately these farmers were the victims of a revolutionary advance 
in agricultural technology. Also the period seems to have en- 
couraged the early retirement of many older operators from active 
management of their land. The depression of the thirties seems to 
have reversed to some extent both of these tendencies. Near larger 
towns especially, there was subdivision of farms associated with the 
town-to-country movement. Another tendency seems to be an at- 
tempt on the part of the head of a family to provide for all mem- 
bers through subdivision of the farm. In other cases farmers who 
had retired appear to have returned to active operation of their 
land. In still others, instead of older farmers retiring outright, 
many seem to reserve a small plot of ground which they operate 
separately from the original farm. There was an increasing tend- 
ency also for the sons in a family to operate a farm jointly under 
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such a title as Jones Brothers, or a father and sons to handle the 
farm jointly. Obviously there are conflicting factors present in 
these cases of joint management. In some it seems to have been a 
substitute for subdivision of the land, while in others the situation 
suggests that the joining of forces was a means for carrying on 
large-scale operations. Subdivision, consolidation and preservation 
of the size of farm units went on at the same time. The effect of 
subdivision and consolidation is to cancel or offset each other in 
the statistics. The figures for the number of farms in any town- 
ship or county, therefore, may be unchanged, but the farm situation 
may be changed radically. 

The second phase of the problem of population turnover, the per- 
sistence of farm operators, affords more that is unusual. General 
conclusions are presented first. In all rainfall belts, the rate of 
turnover was high, but was declining during the first twenty-five 
years from the time of settlement. At about twenty to thirty years 
after settlement, the rate of turnover may be said to have become 
somewhat stabilized, although the word stabilized must again be 
used loosely. In some cases, instead of stabilization, there was an 
increase in the rate of turnover after that high point twenty-five 
years from settlement. After the World War persistence increased 
substantially. 

For purposes of summarizing persistence of population by rain- 
fall belts, the data on the several sample townships were added to- 
gether for each belt, and the persistence was expressed in percent- 
ages of the total of persons included in each base census list who 
remained at successive later census periods. In the first, or eastern 
belt in 1860 there were 478 operators in the five sample townships. 
Five years later only 35 percent remained; at the end of ten years 
26 percent; at the end of twenty-five years 20 percent; in 1920, or 
after 60 years, 10.6 percent, and in 1935, or after 75 years, 8.3 per- 
cent. Taking in succession the years 1865, 1870, 1875, 1880 and 
1885 as base years, the percentage of persistence increased to a 
high point in 1885. There were 953 farm operators in 1885, and of 
these ten years later 51.4 percent remained, after another ten years 
40.8 percent, in 1920 after thirty-five years, 24.6 percent, and in 
1935, or after 50 years, 19 percent. The next base year, 1895, 
showed increasing instability; only 47.7 percent remained after ten 
years. It was not until after 1915 that the 1885 level again was 
reached. The last three base years, 1920, 1925 and 1930, showed 
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little variation from the high mark of about 66 percent after five 
years and 56 percent after ten years.® 

The five different townships in the first rainfall belt varied quite 
widely. Doniphan is the northeast county of the state along the 
Missouri river. Center township includes the county seat, Troy. 
Its leading economic interests are corn, livestock and apples. The 
farm population was highly stabilized at 55 percent at the five-year 
point and 46 percent at the ten-year point for the 1865 base year 
and changed little until the 1915 base year, when it declined some- 
what. After the World War the stabilization reached a high per- 
centage of 70.8 for the period 1920-1925 and declined to 67.1 for 
the years 1930-1935, being the only township in this belt to decline 
in stability after 1920. 

Alexandria township in Leavenworth county lies in the Stranger 
creek valley, just to the west of the city of Leavenworth. Much 
of the township is rough and in the early day was timbered. Water 
and wood made it especially attractive to early settlers. It is a 
general farming area. It did not reach a high degree of stability 
as early as Doniphan county, but the level rose steadily to a high 
percentage of 71.6 for the 1920 base year for the period 1920-1925. 
After irregularity for 1925-1930, it made a new high of 72.4 percent 
for 1930-1935. 

Eudora township in Douglas county is mostly bottom land, settled 
by Germans in the north part and Quakers, the Hesper community, 
in the south. It is a general farming township. In level of stability 
it was between Doniphan and Leavenworth, with a percentage of 
approximately 66 for each five-year period after 1920. 

The most irregular population movements of the five were found 
in Valley township of Linn county. This community occupied the 
north watershed of the Marais des Cygnes river on the Missouri 
border and contains the village of Trading Post, made notorious in 
territorial days by John Brown’s “Parallels.” The first high point 
of stability was reached at the 1875 base year with 51 percent at 
five years and 49 percent at ten years. The second high point was 
1905 at about the same level as 1875. The third high was the 1925 
base year with 58 percent for the five years 1925-1930, but with a 
low figure of 37 percent for 1930-1935. The 1930 base year showed 
a decline also for the 1930-1935 quinquennium. 

The most stable township of the group was Kanwaka in Douglas, 


6. See Chart I at the end of this article. 
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a general farming community, lying on the ridge dividing the 
Wakarusa and the Kansas river valleys and between the historic 
towns of Lawrence and Lecompton. A very high stability was 
found for the base years 1865, 1870 and 1875 of 58 percent to 65 
percent at the five-year point and 46 percent to 53 percent at the 
ten-year point. The second and third high levels were the 1885 and 
1905 base years with 71.2 percent and 63 percent at the ten-year 
mark. Beginning with the 1915 base year the five-year level of 70 
percent was practically unchanged for the succeeding base years. 

The second rainfall belt, represented by six townships, started 
with 1860 also, as its first base year, and the curve of persistence 
was similar to the first rainfall belt, differing only in details. A 
high degree of stabilization occurred by 1885, and the curves for 
the base years 1895 to 1915 were almost identical with 1885. At 
the end of fifteen years the four stood close to 45 percent. At that 
point the 1915 curve diverged but the others continued close to- 
gether. The level of the 1920, 1925 and 1930 lines rose to a high 
point in 1930 of 71 percent at the end of five years." 

Brown county, in this belt, is in the heart of the Kansas corn belt 
and lies just west of Doniphan county. The 1875 base year showed 
the highest percentage of stability until the postwar period, with 
73 at five years, 61 at ten years and 47 at fifteen years. Thereafter 
there was some irregularity at lower levels until the 1905 base year, 
which opened a period of increasing stability to almost the 1875 
level. The 1925 base year was definitely lower, but the 1930 base 
year was again high at 72 percent for 1930-1935. 

Lyon county, lying in the blue-stem pasture region, contributed 
three townships to this group. Agnes City township is mostly pas- 
ture, Pike township is largely bottom land with more general farm- 
ing and alfalfa. Reading township partakes somewhat of the 
characteristics of both. These townships were outstanding in show- 
ing an unusually high level of stability in the earliest year. Pike 
township maintained a higher level of stability for 1860, 1865 and 
1870 than for any base years since. This may be accounted for in 
part by the fact that it contained a closely-knit Quaker community. 
The 1860 base year retained 60 percent at five years and 51 percent 
at ten years. The 1865 base year retained 68.8 percent at five years 
and 66.2 percent at ten years. The 1870 base year retained 67.1 
percent at five years and 59.6 percent at ten years. The middle 
years 1875-1905 were highly stable, but at a lower level. By 1915 


7. See Chart II. 
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the stability had risen to 60 percent retained after five years and 
50 percent after ten years and succeeding base years remained al- 
most unchanged until 1930 which advanced to 64 percent at the 
five-year point. The record of Agnes City township was very 
similar except the level of stability was not so high in the early 
years. Reading township, which was given present boundaries by 
1875, reached higher levels but was more irregular. 

Harvey county is in the eastern part of the wheat belt. Macon 
township lies between two towns, Newton and Halstead. After a 
somewhat irregular beginning it achieved a very high stability by 
1915. That base year retained 67 percent of its farm operators 
after five years and 58 percent after ten years. The postwar years 
continued the stabilization process until the 1930 base year achieved 
a high level of 75 percent retained in 1935. Alta township is about 
the center of a triangle formed by the cities of Newton, Hutchin- 
son and McPherson. In its early years it was settled by Mennonites 
from Russia and Germany. The percentages of persistence are 
quite irregular, but are relatively high. In the early years, 1880 to 
1905, inclusive, the Alta township level was higher than Macon 
township, but since that time Macon was more consistent and re- 
tained higher percentages, except for the five-year figures on the 
1920 and 1930 base years. The number retained after ten years 
was higher for Macon than for Alta even for these two exceptions. 

The third rainfall belt is represented by four townships, but for 
early years two whole counties were used, Dickinson and Saline. 
The first base year was 1860, using Dickinson county alone, which 
gave a percentage of 58.3 percent retained at the end of five years 
and 42 percent at the end of ten years. The 1865 base, using both 
counties, retained 43 percent at the end of five years. By 1875 the 
township lines were sufficiently established to change to the town- 
ship units and one township in Phillips county was introduced for 
1875 and one from Kingman in 1880. The high point of persistence 
was the 1875 base year for which 57 percent remained after five 
years, 47 percent after ten years, 37 percent after twenty years, 
21 percent after thirty years, and 11 percent after forty-five years. 
All base years from 1875 to 1895, inclusive, showed a lower rate of 
persistence. Beginning with 1905 the level of stability rose steadily 
to the last base year, 1930, with 73.5 percent after five years. 

The third zone is in the east central wheat belt. Dickinson and 
Saline counties lie in the lower Smoky river valley, which in the 
seventies received the name the Golden Belt as descriptive of its 
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leading crop. Jewell county, on the Nebraska line, raised less wheat 
and more corn and livestock. Kingman county is predominantly a 
wheat country. The record of these counties was so nearly uniform 
that they need not be treated separately. From the time of settle- 
ment to the World War each base year retained 55 percent to 58 
percent of its farm operators after five years, and 41 percent to 46 
percent after ten years. Kingman county, the one farthest south- 
west, was highest in stability, closing in 1935 with 80.8 percent of 
the farm operators of 1930.8 

The fourth rainfall belt started from an 1875 base losing in five 
years all but 38 percent, in ten years all but 24 percent, in twenty 
years all but 14 percent, and after sixty years there remained 4 per- 
cent. The 1880 base year followed closely the same curve at the 
ten- and twenty-year points, but held up to more than 6 percent at 
the fifty-five-year mark. The base years 1895, 1905 and 1915 
reached a high point of stability for the prewar period at more than 
47 percent. In the postwar period the level of persistence rose in 
each successive census until the 1930 curve reached 76.1 percent in 
1935 or at the end of five years.® 

The fourth belt is in the heart of the Kansas wheat region and 
in area it is the largest of the five rainfall divisions. The selection 
of ten townships was made from eight different counties. On the 
northern border two counties, Phillips and Decatur, produce corn 
and livestock as well as wheat. Ellsworth, Russell, Ellis and Ness 
counties include a good representation of cattle country. Edwards 
county is devoted almost altogether to wheat. Barber county pro- 
duces cattle and wheat. Five of the individual townships, in Bar- 
ber, Decatur, Edwards (Trenton), Ellsworth and Russell counties, 
were moderately irregular in turnover until 1905 or 1915, and 
thereafter increased consistently in stability to a high level of 70 
percent to 80 percent for the five years 1930-1935. In the others 
the irregularity from base to base continued through their whole 
history, but all arrived at a level of 70 percent or more for the final 
five years. In 1905 the level of stability declined in the townships 
from Barber, Decatur, Edwards (Kinsley and Wayne), Ness and 
Phillips counties, but increased in the other four. In 1915 the 
decline occurred only in the townships from Barber and Decatur 
counties, and in 1920 only in Ness, Phillips and Russell counties. 

The fifth rainfall belt, represented by two whole counties, and five 
townships from two others, was settled in the late eighties. As the 


8. See Chart III. 
9. See Chart IV. 
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federal census for 1890 is closed to investigators, the first base year 
available is the state census of 1895. At the ten-year mark this 
belt retained 33 percent of its members, at twenty-five, 16 percent, 
and at forty years (1935) 8.8 percent. The succeeding base-year 
curves were consistently higher, and that of 1925 substantially 
higher—with 59.1 percent retained after five years and 50.5 percent 
after ten years. The record for 1930-1935 was only eight tenths of 
a point lower. For the region as a whole the record of stability for 
post-World War years is lower than for the belts farther east, but 
an analysis by separate counties presents a different view.’° 

Three of the counties represented lie on the west line of the state, 
Cheyenne in the Republican river valley, Wallace in the Smoky 
river valley and Hamilton in the Arkansas river valley. Gove 
county is the third county east from Wallace, in the Smoky river 
valley. The cattle industry was dominant in this region until the 
wheat boom under the influence of power farm equipment in the 
twenties. Throughout the whole history of these counties, however, 
there was a wide divergence between them in stability of popula- 
tion, but the record was quite consistent within each one. Cheyenne 
county was always most stable, Wallace next and Gove, farther 
east, was third. Hamilton county was substantially lower than the 
others, and as it turned out its numbers in the post-World War 
period had too much influence as against the four townships of 
Cheyenne county in the combined figures for the fifth rainfall belt. 
Cheyenne county, represented by four townships, not only had the 
highest level of stability in this belt, but it ranked near the top for 
any rainfall belt. Only four townships were higher in the fourth 
belt, those in Ellis, Ellsworth, Ness and Russell. Two were higher 
in the third belt, those in Dickinson and Kingman. Three were 
higher in the second belt, those in Brown and Harvey. Only 
Kanwaka township in Douglas county was higher in the first belt. 
The record for Wallace county would average well with townships 
in any part of the state. 

A study of individual townships presents additional interesting 
data. Jaqua township, in the southwest corner of Cheyenne county, 
while somewhat irregular from year to year, achieved the highest 
level of persistence of any township in the state represented in this 
study, regardless of location. It had no near rival in the fourth 
rainfall belt. Vinita township in Kingman county was nearest to 


10. See Chart V. 
11. See Chart V, inserts. 
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it in the third belt, Macon township in Harvey county in the 
second, and Kanwaka township in Douglas county in the first. 
In spite of its low average, Hamilton county had one township, 
Bear Creek, with an exceptionally high stability which would place 
it favorably in any rainfall belt.!? 

Several factors enter into the situation in the fifth belt that are 
either absent or less pronounced farther east. In age of settlement 
it had scarcely passed the frontier period when the World War 
came, if the same time is allowed for that process as in the eastern 
belts. On the contrary it might be argued that modern industrial- 
ism had shortened the period necessary for frontier adjustment. 
At least, there were some very different influences at work, but 
there is little or no clue to what their effect should have been on 
stability of farm population. In connection with the later period, 
the World War stimulated somewhat the emphasis on wheat, but 
the wheat boom proper, associated with power farm equipment, did 
not come until the last half of the twenties and the early thirties. 
It was more extensive in the southwest counties, such as Hamilton, 
than in the northwest. The depression did not begin to make itself 
felt in a serious way until the winter of 1931-1932. 

In connection with the wheat boom two unusual factors were in- 
troduced, the absentee farm operator (often called the suit-case 
farmer) and the farm corporation. Adequate treatment of these 
is not possible because complete information of a nature required 
for this kind of a study was not collected by the census enumerators 
and some of the names of these classes may not have been placed on 
the rolls. In Wallace county only a few absentee operators, who 
can be clearly identified as such, were listed and none was listed in 
the Cheyenne townships used, nor in Grainfield township in Gove 
county. In Hamilton county quite a number appeared. 

The rolls for 1935 are probably most complete because of their 
use by the federal allotment administration. In Wallace county 
eighteen absentees were listed, or 4.3 percent of the farm operators. 
In Hamilton county twenty-five absentees were listed, or 6 percent 
of the operators of the county. In Lamont township in the latter 
county ten of the ninety-five farm operators, or 10.5 percent, were 
of this class in 1931 and in 1935 fourteen of ninety-one farm 
operators, or 15.4 percent. 

The wheat-farming corporations were present in Wallace and 
Hamilton counties, but held the larger acreage in the former. In 


12. See Chart V, insert. 
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1930 one corporation was listed in Hamilton county with 3,360 
acres, or the equivalent of five 640-acre farms. By 1935 its holdings 
had been disposed of, but a second corporation which acquired 
acreage after 1930 still held 2,800 acres in 1935. In Wallace county 
in 1930 one corporation held 25,610 acres distributed through three 
townships, or an equivalent of forty 640-acre farms. By 1935 it 
still held 3,200 acres. The census rolls do not show how many 
farm operators were displaced when these corporations accumulated 
their acreage, nor how many new operators returned when the cor- 
porations were carrying out forced liquidation of their holdings 
under the requirements of the legislative act of 1931. There can be 
no question, however, that the net effect of both absenteeism and 
the corporation farming episode was to increase instability of farm 
operators, even though the extent of that influence cannot be de- 
termined. 

The history of the turnover of farm operators seems to fall into 
three pericds, except in the fifth belt; the settlement period of ex- 
ceptionally rapid change, a middle period of relative stabilization 
at rather low levels, and the recent period of higher stability. Dur- 
ing the settlement period exceptionally heavy losses of population 
are registered for the first and second base years in the first, sec- 
ond?* and fourth rainfall belts, and relatively moderate losses in 
the third and fifth. The Civil War period occupied the four years 
following the 1860 census and might seem to account for the great 
losses in the first and second belts, but the same fact could not 
account for the opposite effect in the third belt. 

In most of the curves the losses of population during the settle- 
ment period are especially heavy for the first ten years, and then 
the curve flattens out during the second decade. For the curves 
representing the period of relative stabilization, the losses are not 
so great during the first decade, and are relatively greater for the 
second decade than for the first base-year curves. In other words, 
these losses after stabilization are distributed more evenly over the 
first twenty years, rather than being concentrated in the first ten 
years as in the curves for the settlement years. 

The second period has been characterized as one of relative stabil- 
ization. The rate of turnover was still high. Few townships re- 
tained more than 55 percent to 60 percent of their farm operators 
for five years or 45 percent to 50 percent of them for ten years. 
The period 1915 to 1920, the World War era, seems to mark a 


18. The 1865 base year is an exception in the second rainfall belt. 
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division point for most townships between the second and third 
periods. With relative suddenness the percentage of persistence for 
five years increased by ten to fifteen points, many townships re- 
taining between 65 percent and 82 percent. For the first time it 
could be said that the emphasis was on stability rather than change. 
In the older eastern part of the state this new development appeared 
in a few cases as early as 1905, but a number of instances are found 
in 1915 and by 1920 it was general.’* The general trend was for 
stability to increase with the age of the community. 

The outstanding fact to be derived from this analysis of the per- 
sistence of farm operators, however, is that the general pattern 
presented by the curves of persistence is very nearly the same for 
the five rainfall belts. The two extreme western belts show results 
only slightly lower on the whole than the eastern belts, although 
some of them are actually higher. In other words, the persistence 
of farm operators was a relatively constant factor, except for the 
immediate settlement period. While the total number of farm 
operators fluctuated, the rate of turnover was constant. When the 
total was declining, it meant only that the losses from the normal 
turnover were not being replaced by new arrivals, and when the 
total number rose, it meant that they were more than being replaced. 
In either case the losses from any particular base period were going 
on at a fairly constant rate. 

Further analysis of the curves does not indicate any uniform 
reflection of the influence of economic cycles or of rainfall cycles. 
If anything, after the communities became established, periods of 
drouth and depression such as 1895 and 1930 when taken as a base 
tended to show a higher stability than some other periods. The 
same is true of the post-war depression in many townships using 
1920 as a base. The periods of reputed prosperity, such as those 
beginning with 1905 or 1925, displayed an unusually high rate of 
turnover in many communities. The relation of soil and land 
tenure to turnover require further study. The foreign population 
was usually more stable than the native born, but not so much so as 
is usually supposed.”® The second and later generations seemed to 
take on rather quickly much of the characteristics of the native 
born. When the combined c.rta for each of the rainfall belts is 
broken down into the individual township samples, the separate 
curves of persistence show wide fluctuation, but the fluctuations 


14. The federal census of 1910, if open to research, would be of particular interest at 


this point. 
15. These subjects will be treated in separate studies. 
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within a rainfall belt, with a few exceptions, are as wide on the 
whole as between rainfall belts. 

From the facts available, it would appear that the problem is 
primarily one of group behavior, apart from specifically assignable 
accidents of farm life in the separate communities or regions in- 
volved. In other words, under any given set of general conditions, 
the farm operators in all parts of the state reacted in much the same 
manner, the variations of local physical environment exercising 
only a secondary or minor influence. For any conclusions that may 
be drawn, that assumption may well be employed as the point of 
departure. An interesting suggestion in this connection may be 
derived from a study of persistence of students in college. The data 
on a freshman group entering the college of liberal arts of the Uni- 
versity of Kansas in 1928 provides a curve of persistence over a 
period of four to six years identical in shape with the curves for 
Kansas farm operators over a period of twenty to thirty years. 
Whether the matter has any significance or not, the fact remains 
that the students as a group in their brief career in college behave in 
much the same manner as their parents in their career as farm 
operators. Unfortunately comparable data are not available for 
other social groups. 

The third phase of the problem of turnover of farm operators is 
to determine the proportion of farm operators of particular periods 
who are descendants of those of an earlier period. This procedure 
makes the approach from the opposite direction from the second. 
Three base years were chosen, 1885, 1915 and 1935, for the eastern 
belts whose settlement dated from 1860. The absence of data from 
the federal census of 1910 made it necessary to choose a prior or 
later date. The year 1915 was taken because it represented more 
nearly the base used for comparative purposes in most of the post- 
World War discussions of agriculture. The later-settled parts of 
the state presented other problems, and for part of the third rain- 
fall belt and for the fourth belt two periods were taken, dividing the 
life of the communities as near the half-way point as possible. The 
fifth belt was handled similarly, only the mid-point fell at 1915 in- 
stead of 1905 as in the fourth. The tables report the results in 
detail and therefore only brief interpretations will be presented 
here.® In all parts of the state the original or early settlers and 
their descendants constitute an extremely small proportion of the 
later or contemporary community. Except for Kanwaka township, 


16. See the table at the end of this article. 
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8 percent is the highest representation the settlers of 1860 held 
seventy-five years later.’ These facts run contrary to much of 
the tradition about the character of a community being determined 
by the people who settled it and established its original institutions. 
Obviously, the pioneers constituted too small a proportion of the 
later community to exercise a controlling influence. The proportion 
of a community that can be traced back to later base points rose 
rapidly as those dates approached the present. It is notable, never- 
theless, that in few townships does the proportion of the community 
which traced its origin to 1915 or 1905 appear as high as might be 
expected from the percentages of persistence of farm operators in- 
dicated in the previous section. In many cases the older families 
were represented in the community by only one operator, while 
newer families might have two or more. The opposite is true, how- 
ever, in a few cases where one or more prolific families came to con- 
stitute a large proportion of the community. In one particular case, 
Wheatland township, Ellis county, the male lines of two families 
constitute 35.4 percent of the operators of 1935. 

A comparison of figures for the five rainfall belts shows quite 
similar percentages for the different belts, except for the fifth. If 
age of the community is recognized, however, the percentages there 
are much higher than for any of the eastern belts at a similar com- 
munity age. 

The fact of the high rate of turnover of rural population during 
the early period and the middle periods of Kansas history suggests 
numerous questions about the effects such instability has had on 
institutions; political, economic, and social. As Edwards county 
has been studied most intimately, some illustrations are chosen from 
there. During the frontier stage of development, scarcely a mention 
was made in the press concerning reform of local political institu- 
tions. The sole question at issue in elections was the county-seat 
ring against the field, for the maintenance of power, and incident- 
ally, the money income from offices and county contracts. This was 
particularly important in the early years during hard times when 
public money, derived mostly from taxing the railroads, was about 
the only cash in circulation in the community. In 1880 an unusual 


17. These figures are too low, but they are the nearest possible, because the female lines 
of descent cannot be traced from the census rolls. ees of this problem in one 
township, through the aid of old settlers, points to a conclusion, however, that the error 
is relatively small for the average community, because the extent of population movement 
was so nearly complete. Furthermore, if the farm continued in the hands of the family the 
probability was in favor of a son continuing rather than a daughter. For later base points 
this kind of error is probably greater than for the old-settler period. The amount of error 
of this kind is probably greater here, however, than it is in the previous section of this study. 
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situation was presented when the old county ring, which called it- 
self Republican, was crumbling, and the drouth entered its second 
year. Emigration of politicians was so extensive that when the time 
came to call the Republican county convention in the midst of a 
national campaign, no member of the county committee was a 
resident of the county. The people got a new deal in politics when 
a group of citizens assumed the responsibility for calling a mass 
meeting to reorganize the party. The net result, however, was just 
to establish a new ring on a basis similar to the old. Whenever the 
newer settlers in the county tried to get control, the county ring 
raised the cry of “carpetbaggers” trying to exploit the “old settlers.” 
One editor denounced in language more vigorous than elegant such 
attempts “to show that unless a man ran wild with the buffalo 
years ago, he is not eligible to office.”** A correspondent closed 
the incident with the remark that if the candidate in question was 
a “tenderfoot” then three fourths of the voters were also. A few 
years later, after the Populist reformers had been in office for some 
time, a disgusted member of the party protested the failure to re- 
duce taxes and to reform the fee system. One of the officials made 
a formal reply in which he invoked that age-old political wisdom 
so dear to reformers as well as to old party men that discussion 
“may create dissension in our party,” and that the writer of the 
protest “implies that it would greatly please him . . . for the 
present incumbents . . . to preach their own funeral sermons 
and proclaim themselves fools at one and the same time by taking 
less than the Republican statute makes it lawful for them to take.” ! 

Certainly the instability of the frontier population, together with 
the bare bread-and-butter existence of the community as a whole, 
retarded the progressive adaptation of local political institutions to 
meet the obligations expected of them as a result of rapidly chang- 
ing economic and social conditions. This influence was not limited 
to the frontier, because the older eastern communities were de- 
moralized by competition with western agriculture. And further- 
more, even after the frontier had achieved the status of established 
rural communities, the high rate of turnover of population kept at 
a minimum the interest which this moving farm population gener- 
ated for its changing, yet unchanged, local institutions. 

The economic development of the farm communities was not 
promoted by the high rate of turnover of farmers. Possibly agri- 


18. Kinsley Weekly Mercury, November 8, 1887. 
19. Kinsley Graphic, March 29, 1895. 
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cultural methods did not suffer so seriously in the humid areas of 
the East as they did in the more arid country west of the Missouri 
river. Each new crop of Eastern farmers found that they must un- 
learn most of what they thought they knew about agriculture and 
adapt themselves to new methods and to new crops. A large pro- 
portion starved out or moved out for other reasons without ever 
learning. It is well to remember that the tillage methods and the 
varieties of wheat that have given outstanding distinction to the 
Kansas hard winter wheat belt have become standard only since 
1905. Forty years is a long time to discover what crops to raise 
and how to grow them. 

Social institutions suffered more seriously if anything than others. 
Again and again lyceums, debating societies, literary clubs, end 
dancing clubs were organized only to break up within a few months. 
Each new organization usually carried a large proportion of new 
names indicative of the rapidly changing population. Churches 
suffered along with other institutions. In Wayne township, Ed- 
wards county, the first religious organization was Methodist church, 
South. Why this should have been is difficult to explain, because 
there were scarcely any southern people in the community. Possi- 
bly a preacher on a nearby circuit was willing to add this com- 
munity to his other charges as an additional source of income. 
During the cattle boom of the middle eighties the ranch element 
and large farmers organized a Protestant Episcopal church, and 
hauling stone from a distance built a little Gothic church amid the 
sand hills. It had its six gables and a cross, a vestry room, an organ 
room, paneled ceilings, stained glass memorial windows, and rented 
pews. With the crash in the cattle business, the ranches came into 
the possession of the 160-acre farmers and the loan companies, and 
aristocracy in religion disappeared with the cattlemen. The 160- 
acre farmers organized a Methodist Episcopal church and put up a 
little frame building. After 1900 Missouri immigrants came and 
with them the Christian church and the Baptist church. With the 
shifting of population both of the latter failed in a few years, leav- 
ing only the Methodists. Probably the Methodists survived only 
because of a strong centralized organization and an emotional reli- 
gion which provided the psychological compensation necessary in 
the arid life of the plains. Across the river in the German com- 
munities, the Catholic church, also a strong centralized organization 
with a genius for reaching the masses, maintained its position. 
Churches organized on a relatively independent congregational basis 
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had little chance of survival amid an unstable and changing popu- 
lation, except in the larger towns. This discussion of churches sug- 
gests further that changing community characteristics are closely 
related to changing sources of interstate migration, but that is a 
problem of sufficient importance to require a separate treatment. 

The foregoing discussion applied to the period prior to the World 
War, when instability was the outstanding fact. The recent period 
of relatively high stability may produce different results. In any 
event, if the higher level of stability persists, it provides a sub- 
stantially different population environment within which economic, 
social and political institutions must function and develop. What 
the results may be, only time can tell. 

Under prevailing conditions in agriculture it would be remarkable 
indeed not to recognize the question whether the conclusions reached 
concerning the turnover of farm population have any significance 
for current agricultural policies. On April 11, 1935, a mid-West 
economic conference held at Kansas City devoted a session to the 
subject of land utilization policies. The plan of the national re- 
sources board was outlined, explaining how the government planned 
to purchase seventy-five million acres of submarginal land, to ex- 
tend grass areas as protection against erosion, to relocate farmers 
on more economically planned farms, and for other purposes. In 
the course of the discussion S. L. Miller, of the University of Iowa, 
was quoted in the press as saying: “I was brought up in western 
Kansas and I know you have a lot more failures where you fail 
to get rain. The problem is whether or not we intend to conserve 
our resources.” The opposite side of the question was taken by 
E. 8. Sparks, of the University of South Dakota, who was quoted 
as saying: “It has always been my experience that good farmers 
succeed almost anywhere you put them and poor farmers will fail 
on the best land in Iowa. Why shift them around? You still have 
the problem of farm management.” 

He developed his theme further by declaring that until the gov- 
ernment knew more about what it was doing the program looked 
like folderol.?° 

It is clear that Sparks was looking at the problem from the stand- 
point of the farmer as an individual and as a member of a group 
whose behavior is determined by forces among which national land 
utilization and other economic policies and conditions are largely 
incidentals. The results of this investigation of the turnover of 


20. Kansas City (Mo.) Times, April 12, 19385. 
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farm population do not constitute proof, of course, but so far as 
they may contribute to enlargement of knowledge about the con- 
ditions within which agricultural policies must function, they tend 
to give support to the Sparks contention. Possibly one further 
observation might be added, that the whole discussion might well 
lead to a reconsideration of the time-tried National Grange dictum 
that the farmer is more important than the farm. 

In certain respects the relation of farm population movements to 
agricultural policy is reasonably clear. The mere fact of a high 
degree of persistence or of mobility of farm operators does not 
necessarily mean either prosperity or failure. A highly mobile 
population may be prosperous and a highly stabilized community 
may be stagnant and backward. On the other hand, the reverse 
may be true in both cases. At least there is nothing in this study 
to the contrary except during the early frontier stage. Much that 
has been proposed in the way of agricultural policy implies either 
directly or indirectly that a causal relationship does exist. If policies 
designed to increase rural prosperity are expected to stabilize rural 
population there is little hope of success. If resettlement or land 
utilization projects require operators to remain over a period of 
years, they will not hold out much hope thereby of insuring pros- 
perity. Attempts to stabilize population in such resettlement plans 
run counter to the group habits of Kansas farmers, and there is no 
reason to believe that they differ widely from other farmers of the 
major agricultural areas. It is vital to such policies to know first 
why farmers move as they have done and why a rapid stabilization 
occurred during the post-World War period, and whether there is 
reason to assume that the high level of stability will continue. 
Without a fairly exact analysis of the factors determining such 
movements any agricultural policy which directly or indirectly in- 
volves movement or resettlement of farm population is obviously 
a step in the dark. 


CHARTS AND TABLES 


The charts are divided into three parts, except for the fifth rainfall belt. 
The lower division presents the data on the early years, approximately the 
frontier period. The middle division presents the data for the middle period 
of stabilization at relatively low levels. The top division presents the data for 
the post-World War period of higher stabilization. The year 1915 is included 
in both the middle and top divisions, because it seems to be a transition year 
and its presence in both divisions serves as a guide for more effective compari- 
son of the two periods. 
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Chart I—Five townships are represented in this chart, all starting from 1860. 

Chart II—The 1860, 1865 and 1870 curves represent only two townships 
in Lyon county, Agnes City and Pike. 

The 1875 and later curves represent six townships in three counties, Brown, 
Harvey and Lyon. 

Chart III—The 1860 and 1865 curves represent the whole of two counties, 
Dickinson and Saline. After 1870 the population became so large that it did 
not seem practicable to carry them further in that form. 

The 1875 curve represents one township each from Dickinson, Jewell and 
Saline counties. 

The 1880 curve represents one township each from Dickinson, Kingman and 
Saline counties. The census roll for Sinclair township in Jewell county is 
missing for that year. 

The 1880 and later curves are based on one township each in the four above- 
named counties, except 1895 for which the census roll for Walnut township in 
Saline county is missing. 

Chart IV.—The 1875 curve represents four townships, one each in Ellsworth 
and Barber counties, and two in Edwards county. 

The 1880 curve represents eight townships, one each from the counties of 
Barber, Ellis, Ness, Phillips, and Russell, and three from Edwards. Ellsworth 
is not included because of changes in township lines. 

The 1885 curve represents ten townships, the same ones named for 1880 
with the addition of one from Ellsworth and one from Decatur counties. The 
remaining curves on this chart are based on the same ten townships. 

Chart V.—This chart contains only two divisions because of the short period 
since its first settlement. The inserts at the right of the figures for the belt 
as a whole present the curves for individual counties, and for certain individual 
townships. 

The bottom division of this chart presents a summary of the charts for the 
five individual belts in the form of a composite of all years for each belt ar- 
rived at by averaging the percentages of persistence for each base year. This 
procedure is open to criticism, but it is sufficiently accurate to assist in pre- 
senting general trends. As the data for the first three belts begins with 1860, 
the fourth with 1875 and the fifth with 1895, the instability associated with the 
frontier period has too much influence in the averages for the western belts. 
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CHART II SECOND RAINFALL BELT 


stesecsseweses (BBO 
—e—o— oo | 

ee 1870 
---+-=—=— (865 








Tue Kansas HIstTorIcaL QUARTERLY 


CHART THIRD RAINFALL BELT 


—ond—e-8— (S" 
* 1905 
1395 


? 
} 
, 
, 





lb att Tin ae 


tomer ee me 1970 











Main: TuRNOVER OF FarM PoPpuLATION 


CHART pa’g FOURTH RAINFALL BELT 
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Ferries in Kansas 
PART VIII—NEOSHO RIVER—CONCLUDED 
Georcs A. Roor 


HE next ferry upstream was in the vicinity of Erie. About the 
beginning of the Civil War the four Wikle brothers settled on 
the Neosho. They were Unionists, and previous to their settling in 
Neosho county had lived in Texas. On account of their loyalty 
they had to leave that state. The two younger brothers, John M. 
and Samuel M., entered the Union army, enlisting in Company K, 
Sixth Kansas cavalry, on May 14, 1862, and were mustered in the 
same day. They served till the end of the war and were mustered 
out at DeVall’s Bluff, Ark., John M. having been promoted to the 
rank of corporal in K company. The other boys, Henry and Jeptha, 
stayed in Neosho county, Henry operating a farm about a mile 
south and half a mile west of Erie, just south of the river, the cor- 
ner almost touching the river. This location was near the south end 
of the island somewhat to the west of Erie. The island was covered 
with a dense growth of heavy timber, and Henry and his brother 
Jeptha established a ferry about the year 1868 which connected 
with the island, it being used almost exclusively for bringing out 
wood. The ferry landing was near the south end of the island in 
T. 28, R. 20, this location being just above the site of the present 
bridge.*® 
On January 23, 1869, three of the Wikle brothers—J. L., H. M., 
and 8S. M.—John King and Samuel Davis obtained a charter for 
the Wichita Ferry Co. The principal office of the company was at 
Erie. Capital stock of the new enterprise was placed at $500, with 
shares $50 each. The company proposed to maintain a ferry across 
the Neosho river at a point about 1,000 yards below where the 
county road from the town of Erie to Oswego, in Labette county, 
crossed the river, this location being described as in S. 8, T. 29, R. 
20 E., and to include territory to the west line of 8. 36, T. 28, R. 19. 
The banks of the Neosho where the ferry was to be located belonged 
to J. L. Wikle. This charter was filed with the secretary of state 
February 1, 1869.5° 
About the year 1886 or 1887, John Hall, a Neosho county attorney, 
acquired the land on this island previously mentioned, and estab- 


49. Interview with an old resident of the county. 
50. Charters, v. 2, p. 19. 
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lished a ferry connecting with it. He had obtained a contract with 
one of the railroad companies which operated within the county, to 
furnish railroad ties, and used this ferry to get them across the 
river for delivery. The ferry apparently became a community con- 
venience, and was operated by anyone who wished to make use 
of it.54 

The first bridge built at Erie was constructed in the early 1870's. 
This structure was put out of commission in 1883, when ice broke 
up early in the year. The stone piers of this old structure had 
square corners, and when great slabs of ice came down with the 
current and struck these sharp corners, they soon tore out a layer 
of stone. Succeeding ice cakes tore out more and more until this 
end of the bridge fell upstream into the water. Until a new bridge 
could be built to replace this one a temporary ferry was operated 
close to the location of the old Wikle ferry. On March 2, 1884, a 
proposition to vote bonds for a bridge south of Erie carried. The 
Neosho County Republican, of Erie, in its issue of February 28, 
1884, favored the proposition and stated, “All must realize the 
importance of a good bridge across the river at this point.” J. W. 
Lynch, of Iola, was awarded the contract for the stonework for 
$1,500, while the bridge contract went to the Missouri River Bridge 
Co., of Leavenworth, at $4,200. The new structure was a com- 
bination of iron and wood, and was completed early in 1885.5? 

A dam was built across the Neosho during the early 1870’s, just 
below the bridge, to furnish water power for a grist mill. This mill 
was run by Branner & Snow in the late 1870’s, and was subsequently 
purchased by Johnson & Kyle, who operated it for a number of 
years. It finally burned about 1902, and nothing much remains to 
mark the site. It was one of the common sights in the early days to 
see folks going to this mill with their grist. One fifth of the finished 
product was the usual “toll” for grinding, this being a more equitable 
charge than that attributed to one of the frontier millers, who upon 
being accused of being unfair, retorted: “Well, there’s the toll in one 
sack and the grist in the other. Take your choice.” 

High water in 1882 or 1883 put the bridge at this point out of 
commission, and a ferry was operated for a time. A traveling circus 
was carried over the river on this ferry. When everything else had 
been safely gotten over, the elephant was led down to the ferry 
landing. He just got one foot on the boat and felt it give beneath 


61. Ed. L. George, Erie, Kan., is authority for the above statements. He was one of 
those employed in cutting ties. 


52. Neosho County Republican, Erie, February 12, 26, 1885. 
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his weight. He backed off at once and no amount of persuasion 
could induce the elephant to again set foot on the boat. However, 
he willingly took to the water and swam across." 

John Gregg, of St. Paul, in a letter to the author, mentions this 
ferry which operated after high water carried the bridge away. 
Mr. Gregg states that about 1898 he built a small steamboat which 
he operated up and down the Neosho for several years above the 
dam, the river affording sufficient depth of water for boating pur- 
poses. When this dam went out it spoiled navigation. His boat 
was thirty-eight feet long, eight feet at bottom, and ten feet at top— 
sharp at both ends, and had a reversible engine, with speed of about 
eight miles an hour. The boat would carry from eighty to ninety 
passengers, using the two decks. It was used chiefly in taking 
church and school picnics upstream to some picnic ground. 

The dam mentioned in the foregoing paragraph backed water 
upstream for several miles. Following the flood which carried the 
dam away, the channel of the river shifted to the west side of the 
island. Where the Hall ferry was located the banks were quite 
high—from fifteen to eighteen feet above average low water. This 
gorge has filled in considerably during the passing years, and trees 
are now growing in the old channel where the ferry was operated.** 

About the year 1865 Stephen E. Beach established a ferry three 
eighths of a mile south of a small trading post called “Osage City.” 
This “city” consisted of one little log house. The ferry was located 
about two and one half miles east of Chanute, and was operated 
until 1871, ceasing on completion of the bridge east of Chanute. 
Mr. Beach hung a cable across the river, attaching it to a large tree 
on either side of the stream. One of the trees so used still stands 
on the west bank of the river. “This was the first ferry in the 
county, regularly established, with a cable, so far as I know,” wrote 
Mr. J. J. Hurt, of Chanute. Osage City was later changed to 
Rogers’ Mills, as there were six post offices of that name in Kansas.™ 

Chanute was established in 1870, and if any ferries operated there 
before the building of the bridges, we have failed to locate mention 
of them. The city has been well supplied with bridges over the 
Neosho, one having been built on the road directly north, one east 
of the Santa Fe tracks, and one east of the city. About 1931 a new 
bridge was built north of the city, being located west of the old one. 
A bridge also spans the Neosho just west of the village of Shaw. 

58. Statement of A. A. George. 


54. Ibid. 
55. Letter of J. J. Hurt to author. 
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Humboldt, about eight miles above Chanute, was the location of 
the next ferry. Having no opportunity to consult Allen county 
commissioners’ journals, or newspapers of that vicinity for the ferry 
period, the following account has been prepared from articles which 
appeared in the Humboldt Union of September 24, 1931, and 
February 9, 1933: 

Up to the close of 1867 the only way to cross the Neosho at 
Humboldt was by fording. There was a choice of two fords—the 
Thurston ford, which crossed the river some 500 feet above the dam, 
and Blue’s ford, which crossed at the lower end of the Humboldt 
community park and entered the Neosho a short distance from the 
present septic basin. 

When the river channel was full of water the only way to cross 
was in homemade skiffs or small boats. When the river had risen 
but little it was crossed with a team by roping the wagon together, 
making the wagon bed fast to the chassis and swimming the 
horses. If this precaution was not taken the wagon box would float 
away and perhaps the front and rear wheels would float off in 
different directions should the kingpin be lifted from its position. 
Loss of life was of frequent occurrence when this precaution was 
not observed. 

Up to 1867, when plans were made to start a ferry, this was the 
only way the river could be crossed. The building of the first boat 
created much interest in the community. Twenty or more men 
were employed in its construction. Isaac C. Cuppy was the prime 
mover in the enterprise. The boat was long and flat with square 
ends, and had a capacity of two teams and wagons. It was built 
on the water’s edge on the side of the river nearest town, so that it 
would not be necessary to transport it any distance when completed. 
When the boat was ready for launching a cable one and one half 
inches in diameter was stretched across the river and made fast. 
Two pulleys were a part of the boat’s equipment, one at each end. 
To these was attached a rope, perhaps twenty feet long. By pulling 
the front end of the boat as closely as possible to the cable stretched 
across the river, and giving plenty of slack to the rear, the boat 
was propelled in oblique fashion, the current furnishing the power. 
When it reached the opposite shore a rope was thrown to some one 
on shore who pulled the boat close to the bank and fastened it. It 
was a slow process, sometimes twenty teams on either side waited 
to be crossed, which would take about a day, for the women and 
children had to be unloaded. The horses were unhitched and driven 
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onto the boat, for teams sometimes became frightened at their new 
surroundings and tried jumping overboard. Then the wagons were 
run onto the boat. At length the boat was loaded and ready to 
weigh anchor. Sometimes this took about an hour. On reaching 
the opposite shore the boat was unloaded and a new cargo taken on, 
for the ferry took them going and coming. 

This ferry got under way in May, 1868, when Isaac Cuppy, who 
lived west of the river, petitioned the commissioners of Allen county 
for permission to construct and operate a ferry across the river west 
of Humboldt for one year, which permission was granted. He 
paid into the county treasury $10 for his license and filed a bond for 
$5,000 for the faithful performance of his duties as ferryman. His 
ferriage rates were: For each wagon, buggy or carriage, drawn by 
two horses, or mules, each way, 35 cents; each wagon, buggy or 
carriage, drawn by one horse, 25 cents; horseman, 10 cents; sheep 
and hogs, per head, five cents; horses or cattle, 10 cents; footman, 
five cents. 

More or less trouble was occasioned when the river was high. At 
such times the water rose to the point where it almost touched the 
cable. In early days immense amounts of driftwood would come 
down during floods, and on one occasion this caused the cable to 
snap, tearing the ferryboat loose from its moorings, and boat and 
all went down stream never to be returned. Another boat was built 
and put into commission, and it also got away and landed some 
ten miles down the river. J. H. Osborn, of the Osborn Lumber Co., 
took a contract to bring the boat home for $10, which he finally did, 
but it is said he was sorry long before the job was finished. When 
the river was low the ferryboat did no business at all, for the people 
used one or the other of the fords. 

Late in 1868 there was a movement within the county in favor of 
bridges, the old ferry being too slow and uncertain. On January 27, 
1869, a county election was held to vote on the proposition of issuing 
bonds to the amount of $35,000 for the purpose of building half a 
dozen bridges, one of which was to span the Neosho at Humboldt. 
Evidently the taxpayers did not look with favor upon the proposi- 
tion, for the bonds were badly defeated; out of a total of 406 votes 
cast, only 29 were in favor of the bond issue. Matters dragged 
along until the following year when the Humboldt Bridge Co. was 
organized on January 25, 1869. The capital stock of the company 
was $20,000, in 200 shares. The company proposed to build a 
bridge over the Neosho at the juncture and intersection of Bridge 
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street with the river in Humboldt. Nine directors were to manage 
the company’s affairs, those named for the first year being W. W. 
Curdy, C. H. Pratt, Watson Stewart, Peter Long, Chas. Fussman, 
G. P. Smith, Moses Neal, Wm. Wakefield and E. C. Amsden. This 
charter was filed with the secretary of state, January 28, 1870." 
Upon the election of officers Maj. Joseph Bond was chosen pres- 
ident and W. W. Curdy,"" secretary. Work started on the bridge 
during the summer of 1870, and it was completed by September, 
following. The Union Pacific, Southern branch, now the M.-K.-T., 
reached Humboldt with its passenger trains in April, 1870, and 
while the bridge was under construction, traffic used Thurston ford 
if the water was low and the ferry if the water was high. 

The bridge, costing originally $9,000, was a one-arch affair and 
was planned to carry a maximum load of not to exceed 2,500 pounds. 
It was operated as a toll bridge up to the time it was taken over 
by the county. Free bridges had been built above and below Hum- 
boldt, and the toll bridge was driving trade elsewhere; therefore 
there was nothing else to be done but to secure the bridge from the 
Humboldt Bridge Co., eliminate the toll and make it free. This 
was done in 1881. For nearly a third of a century more it was used, 
when on February 3, 1933, the old steel structure was removed from 
its supports and allowed to plunge into the waters of the Neosho 
to make room for a modern new concrete arch bridge.5* There are 
other bridges over the Neosho within the county—a new steel bridge 
on the Chanute road, and another built for the Monarch Cement Co. 

There was a crossing on the Neosho six miles below Humboldt 
on the present Chanute road. Wagons entered the river just east 
of the old bridge, and it was necessary to proceed up the riffle to 
about the location of the new steel bridge before a place could be 
found where the bank made it possible to leave the river. This 
was used in 1868, and was the ford used by the freighters going to 
Osage Mission, Oswego and Chetopa. The river was again crossed 
somewhere above Montana. The crossing or ford described above 
was said to be the most dangerous between Humboldt and Chetopa. 
It was one of the worst located and necessitated a long pull through 
the water.®® 

Humboldt, on account of its being the oldest town in the county 
and being the seat of the government land office as well, was quite 


56. Corporations, v. 2, p. 242. 


57. W. W. Curdy became a resident of Topeka during 1887, and engaged in a general 
merchandising business, which he carried on for several years. 

58. Humboldt Union, September 24, 1931, February 9, 1933; Iola Register, July 5, 1932. 

69. Humboldt Union, October 1, 1981. 
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a road center. Beginning with 1865 and ending with 1871, nine 
roads were laid out which affected Humboldt. Two ran from 
Garnett to Humboldt; and one each from Humboldt to LeRoy, 
Humboldt to Elk river, Humboldt to junction of Duck creek and 
Elk river, Humboldt to the south line of the state, Humboldt to 
Wichita, Humboldt to Arkansas City and Humboldt to Chetopa. 
Plats, field notes and commissioners’ reports of most of these are 
on file in the Archives division of the Kansas State Historical 
Society. 

Iola, about seven miles above Humboldt by land, or nine or ten 
by the river, may have had a ferry, but we have found no mention 
of any. 

Iola was well connected by roads to various parts of the county 
and southeastern Kansas. One of the first established was the 
second mail route into Allen county, which ran from Lawrence to 
Humboldt. This service was to commence on July 1, 1858, and a 
few days before it started, J. W. Scott, J. M. Evans and Harmon 
Scott went out with a wagon load of poles and laid out and 
marked a trail from Hyatt to Carlyle, which later became the main 
wagon road north. The first mail carrier was Zach Squires, who 
carried the mail while riding a small mule. 

In 1865 the legislature established a road from Fort Scott to Iola, 
a distance of thirty-nine miles. J. W. Bainum was the surveyor.* 

Neosho Falls, Woodson county, is the only town in that county 
on the river that might have had need of a ferry, but so far as our 
investigations have gone, we have been unable to find any mention 
of a ferry that was operated there. 

Le Roy, in Coffey county, about seventeen or eighteen miles above 
Neosho Falls by the river, was the next ferry location. During the 
special session of the 1860 legislature a bill was passed authorizing 
John B. Scott, Thomas Crabtree and Richard Burr to keep a ferry 
over the Neosho at that point. They were to have exclusive privi- 
leges for one mile up and one mile down the river, for a term of 
five years.** This act was signed by Gov. 8S. Medary, February 11, 
1860. Whether the above-named gentlemen started their ferry at 
this time we have been unable to learn. However, a ferry was 
started within the next year or two. An exchange of letters with 
the editor of the Le Roy Reporter brought the following history: 


60. History Allen and Woodson Counties, Kansas, p. 17. 


61. Laws, Kansas, 1865, p. 145; 1867, p. 261. Field notes, commissioners’ report and 
plat in Archives division. 
62. Private Laws, Kansas, 1860, special session, p. 289. 
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Le Roy, Kan., Sept. 20, 1935. 

Dear Sir—As advised in my previous letter, G. W. Ringle and W. B. Mosley 
are the only old-timers around here who remember anything definitely about 
the only ferry on the Neosho river at this point. Mr. Mosley was not a resi- 
dent of Le Roy at the time but lived in an adjoining township. Mr. Ringle, 
however, actually operated the ferry for a time. His story is: 

The ferryboat was built by a man by the name of Bracket Love, early in 
the ’60’s—the exact date is not remembered. Ben Kerns, who owned the 
brewery near the site of the ferry, bought it from Love. Ringle made a con- 
tract to run it on shares. As he remembers it, his operation of the ferry was 
about 1865. The date is reasonably well fixed in his mind because of a peculiar 
accident which happened on a fourth of July, which both he and Mr. Mosley 
believe was in 1865. The town had decided to put on a whooping celebration— 
doubtless to celebrate the close of the Civil War. The grove where the cele- 
bration was to be held was across the river and was known at that time as 
“Scott’s Grove,” after John B. Scott®? (who with Richard Burr and Thomas 
Crabtree® had laid out the town of LeRoy). To facilitate the passage of 
the celebrants, a foot bridge had been built across the river. During the night 
(3d) the river rose several feet on account of rains up river and the foot bridge 
was washed away. So resort had to be made to the ferry for transportation. 
Ringle was in charge of the ferry. On the first attempted trip so many people 
crowded on the ferry that it sank, and this resulted in a great deal of excite- 
ment, but as the boat was still near the bank, there was no loss of life. The 
bedraggled celebrators then waited until the boat could be bailed out, and it 
made many trips to get everyone across the river. 

Both Mr. Mosley and Mr. Ringle are agreed that the ferry was not used a 
great deal during the ordinary stages of the river, as there was a usable ford 
in the same vicinity. 

The ferry was located at approximately the foot of “C” street as it is now 
known. 

This about tells the story. I have asked both Mr. Ringle and Mr. Mosley 
to take plenty of time to try and remember anything about the ferry that 
they can, but both are agreed that there is not much more to be said. 

Yours very truly, 
Guick Focke.e. 


Le Roy was laid out in 1855, at which time roads were few and 
far between. The town was connected with the county seat, Bur- 
lington, and also with towns south and east of Le Roy, for trading 
purposes. By 1861, it became an intermediate point on a road 
which ran from Ohio City, Franklin county, via Le Roy to Bel- 


68. John B. Scott was a pioneer of Coffey county and Le Roy. The land upon which 
the town stands was preémpted or rather claimed by Mr. Scott and Frederick Troxel. He 
kept the first post office and a country store in a log house on the Wilkinson farm. He was 
also the first justice of the peace, being commissioned in 1855. 


_ 64. Thomas Crabtree was one of the earliest residents of Le Roy, purchasing an interest 
in the townsite. Richard Burr arrived from California in 1856 and purchased @ third interest 
in the townsite, which was surveyed in 1857. Mr. Crabtree and Isaac Chatham built the 
first frame house on the site, in 1855. He was later a member of the Masonic Lodge of 
Le Roy.—Andreas, History of Kansas, p. 658. 
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mont.® In 1863 two new state roads reached the town. The first 
ran from Ohio City, via Mineral Point to Le Roy, a distance of 
thirty-seven miles. Jackson Means was the surveyor of this road, 
the plat and commissioners’ report of which are in the Archives 
division of the Kansas State Historical Society. The second was a 
road also starting from Ohio City, by way of the northeast corner 
of S. 23, T. 19, R. 18, and Mineral Point to Le Roy. This was au- 
thorized by the legislature, and D. C. Weatherwax of Franklin 
county, James R. Means of Anderson county, and Edward Drum of 
Coffey county, were appointed commissioners to establish it.® 
Another road was provided for by the legislature of 1865, which 
started at Mapleton, Bourbon county, and ran via Ozark and Eliza- 
bethtown, Anderson county, to Le Roy. W. J. Brewer, Bourbon 
county, Joseph Price, Anderson county, and J. B. Hosley, Allen 
county, were the commissioners.** Another road was established 
from Le Roy to Humboldt, via Neosho Falls.*° This road was 
surveyed by G. DeWitt, and his plat and field notes, together with 
the report of the commissioners, is on file at the Kansas State 
Historical Society. Le Roy was also an intermediate point on a 
road laid out in 1870 which ran from Garnett to Fredonia. 

Burlington, approximately twenty miles by the river above Le- 
Roy, was the location of the next ferry. Lacking opportunity of 
consulting Coffey county commissioners’ journals, we are unable to 
state when this ferry was inaugurated or by whom. The earliest 
mention of the enterprise is an item from a Lawrence paper which 
stated that since the Burlington bridge was carried away by recent 
floods in the Neosho, the enterprising citizens of that town had 
gotten together and inaugurated a free ferry service.*® Another 
mention of the Burlington ferry appeared in an item in the local 
paper, the Neosho Valley Enterprise, of November 29, 1859, which 
stated that “Mr. Gibbs,” near the sawmill, is engaged in repairing 
the old ferryboat preparatory for the high-water season.” A ferry, 
apparently, was in operation as late as 1863, Andreas’ History of 
Kansas, page 652, stating that in the spring of that year William 
Gibson *! was drowned by the sinking of the ferryboat at that place. 

65. Laws, Kansas, 1861, p. 247. 

66. Ibid., 1863, p. 85. 

67. Ibid., 1865, pp. 143, 144. 

68. Ibid., 1866, p. 224. 


69. Lawrence Republican, July 7, 1859. 
70. “Census of 1860,” Coffey county, lists an L. Gibbs, Burlington, age 52, carpenter; 
wife, E, Gibbs, age 48, born in England; and four children, aged 18, 12, 9 and 2, respectively. 
71. William Gibson, son of Samuel Gibson, is listed in the ‘“‘Census of 1860," Coffey 
county, age 24, and a farmer. 
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An article first published in the Neosho Valley Register, of Iola, 
and copied in the Kansas State Journal, of Lawrence, March 19, 
1863, doubtless refers to the Burlington ferry. It states that on 
March 16, 1863, one Pleasant Landers,” a resident of Avon town- 
ship, was returning from a trip to town, when his horses refused 
to be driven onto the ferryboat. Accordingly they were unhitched 
and led onto the boat, and the partially loaded wagon drawn on 
by hand. In addition to the team and wagon, the ferryboat con- 
tained Mr. Landers, Misses Sarah Vince ** and Mary Jane Gibson,” 
and Henry Atherly and William Gibson who were operating the 
boat. The load, apparently, was not evenly distributed, too much 
weight being on the upper end of the boat. When near the opposite 
shore and in the swiftest part of the current, the boat dipped 
beneath the surface and the force of the current carried it under, 
when all on board were washed off, excepting Gibson and his 
sister who succeeded in clinging to the railing. The team swam 
ashore, carrying with them Landers and Atherly. Miss Vince 
started drifting with the current, but managed to get hold of the 
railing of the boat which was floating near, and was soon rescued. 
The ferryboat was still attached to the swing rope, and rode up and 
down with the current, sometimes one end being three or four feet 
above the water and the next moment as far below, carrying with 
it the Gibsons who still clung to the railing. After several such 
plunges, Gibson lost hold of his sister and was swept away, his sister 
still clinging to the boat. Later the rope was cut and the boat 
drifted down the river. When near the pieces of the old bridge, 
B. F. Ash plunged into the river, carrying with him one end of a 
rope, and succeeded in reaching the boat. This rope he made fast 
and the boat was drawn ashore, Miss Gibson being in a nearly 
insensible condition when rescued. Every effort was made to re- 
cover the body of young Gibson. He had been a member of a Kan- 
sas volunteer regiment, and had been wounded in the knee by a 
rebel musket ball during the Battle of Drywood. His lameness 
probably prevented him from saving himself. 

A move towards a bridge in Burlington took shape early in 1858, 
when an act was passed by the legislature granting A. D. Searl, 
Robert Frazer and Judson A. Larrabee authority to erect a toll 


72. Pleasant Landers, 26, a farmer, was a native of Arkansas.—‘“‘Census of 1865,” Coffey 
county. 
73. Sarah Vince, aged 20, a daughter of A. H. Vince, was born in Ohio.—Ibid. 


74. Mary Jane Gibson, aged 20, was born in Ireland. She was a daughter of Samuel 
Gibson.—Ibid. 
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bridge across the Neosho at that point. The act specified that the 
bridge should be a substantial one, and that it be kept in good re- 
pair so as to render the crossing thereon safe and convenient. The 
following rates of toll were authorized: For one horse and rider, 
10 cents; each single horse and mule, five cents; each head of work 
cattle, two cents; each head of other stock, one cent; each horse and 
carriage, 25 cents; each horse and wagon, 50 cents; each six-horse 
or an ox wagon, 75 cents. 

The privileges granted this company were to be exclusive for a 
period of twenty-one years. Gov. J. W. Denver approved the act 
on February 5, 1858."5 

The above-mentioned bridge, perhaps, was the one carried away 
in the flood of the following year. Just when the next structure to 
span the river was built we have not discovered. However, a 
modern bridge 916 feet long spans the Neosho at this point, com- 
pleted early in July, 1935. 

Burlington became quite a road center during the first decade of 
its existence. In addition to local roads within the county, a road 
was established from Leavenworth to this point in 1859,** it being 
a trifle over 96 miles in length, running via Lawrence, Minneola and 
the Sac and Fox agency in Franklin county. The plat of this road, 
together with the field notes signed by J. B. Stockton, commissioner, 
are on file at the Kansas State Historical Society. Another road, 
established in 1864, ran from Burlington to Fall River, via Janes- 
ville. This thoroughfare was about 41 miles long, and traversed 
the counties of Coffey, Woodson and Greenwood. The plat, to- 
gether with field notes and commissioners’ report, is on file at the 
Historical Society. Another road, a little over 13 miles long, was 
laid out in 1866, and ran from Burlington to Mineral Point; another, 
established in 1871, ran from Burlington to Quenemo; another, estab- 
lished the same year, ran from the southwest corner of Coffey 
county to Winfield, via Osborn settlement and Eureka, Greenwood 
county.*7 Plats, surveyors’ notes, etc., of the last three named 
roads are also on file in the Historical Society. 

Ottumwa, approximately eight miles by river above Burlington, 
was the next point where a ferry may have been operated. During 
the session of the 1860 legislature, House bill No. 289 was intro- 
duced authorizing Rosetta Smith, her heirs and assigns, to keep a 

75. Private Laws, Kansas, 1858, pp. 438, 44. 


76. Laws, Kansas, 1859, p. 585. 
7. Ibid., 1864, pp. 207, 208; 1866, p. 225; 1871, p. 229. 
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ferry across the Neosho river at or near the town of Ottumwa, and 
to have exclusive privileges within two miles of that town for a 
period of five years. The act specified that a good and substantial 
boat or boats should be provided sufficient to carry the traveling 
public, the same to be manned by good and safe hands. Rates of 
ferriage were to be fixed by the board of county commissioners. 
This act was approved by Gov. 8S. Medary February 27, 1860.78 
Whether the ferry ever operated we have not learned. 

Emporia, some forty-five or more miles above Ottumwa, follow- 
ing the crooks and turns of the river, was the next ferry location. 
The first ferry over the Neosho in this vicinity is said to have been 
started about 1865 by William O. Ferguson. However, it has been 
impossible to verify this date. The earliest printed mention of the 
ferry we have found is in the printed proceedings of the board of 
county commissioners, of April 1, 1867, which recites: 

W. O. Ferguson and J. J. Campbell filed petition praying for license to run 
ferryboats on the Cottonwood and Neosho rivers. 

Ordered by the board that the county clerk be instructed to issue license 
to Ferguson & Campbell to run boats as follows: One across the Cottonwood 
river at Soden’s mill, and one across the Neosho near Rinker’s ford for one 
year, rates of ferriage for the same to be as follows: For 4 horses and wagon, 
75 cents; 2 horses and wagon or carriage, 50 cents; 1 horse and wagon or 
carriage, 35 cents; man and horse, 25 cents; footman, 10 cents; loose cattle 
and horses, per head, 10 cents; loose sheep and hogs, per head, 5 cents.79 

That this may have been the start of this ferry is indicated in 
the following item from the Emporia News, of April 5, 1867, which 
says: . 

W. O. Ferguson and J. J. Campbell have their long wished for ferryboats 
in good running order—one on the Cottonwood, near Soden’s mill, and the 
other at Rinker’s ford on the Neosho. Hereafter, when either of these streams 
get on a high, the enterprising proprietors will be on hand to set you across, 
dry shod, for a reasonable compensation. 


This location was just above the crossing known as the Rinker 
ford, named for Royal Rinker, who settled on the north bank of 
the river. This ford was considered the only safe and reliable 
crossing. On account of heavy rains it frequently happened that 
it was not safe to ford the stream and this was probably responsible 
for the establishment of the ferry at this point. 

There appears to be considerable conflicting testimony concern- 


78. House Journal, 1860, special session, pp. 375, 730; Council Journal, 1860, special 
session, pp. 431, 495, 519, 548. 


79. Emporia News, April 5, 1867. 
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ing this ferry, one authority stating that it was run for a year or 
two by Peter Bishop,®® who sold to Mr. Ferguson who moved it up 
the river to a point below the mouth of Allen creek and just below 
the Fawcett & Britton sawmill. The stage to Emporia often 
crossed on the ferryboat, but the horses could not pull the loaded 
wagon up the steep bank of the river at this location, so the 
passengers were obliged to get out and help push it up the bank be- 
fore they could proceed. Wagons loaded with corn for the Emporia 
market were also obliged to unload here, and the grain was carried 
up the steep bank by the sackfull on the shoulders of the driver.* 
This new location was near what is known as the Holmes ford, just 
below the Country Club dam. “Jack” Holmes,*? from whom it 
took its name, was one of John Brown’s men at Osawatomie. 

The following from a letter from the daughters of Mr. Ferguson 
adds some more to the history of this ferry: 


Emporia, Kan., Oct. 7, 1935. 

My Dear Mr. Roor—Replying to your letter of August 2, concerning our 
father’s connection with the early day ferry on the Neosho northeast of 
Emporia, we wish to say our information is limited and most of the old-timers 
are dead. 

We do know from Mr. Wm. Hammond, now ninety-eight years old, our 
father owned the ferryboat for about two and one half years. 

Mr. C. A. Bishop, our friend and neighbor, tells us his father, Simon Peter 
Bishop, ran the ferry for father but did not own it. 

The place of crossing is on the Wm. Hammond's farm at the bend in the 
river, a short distance above the present “Rinker” bridge at the point where 
the old “Burlingame road” would touch the Neosho as it made its diagonal 
way toward the new Emporia. 

Our father, Wm. O. Ferguson, was born in Ohio. The family followed the 
western migration into Iowa. Three sons came on into the turbulent Kansas. 
Father entered the state March 27, 1857, and camped on the site of the present 
city of Leavenworth. He came on to Lawrence and in 1859 to Emporia. He 
served four years in the Civil War. Returning to Emporia he engaged in 
general merchandising. Doubtless the ferry was of aid in this as well as a 
convenience to others. The lumber of our present home was brought by 
wagon train from Topeka and some of our furniture from Leavenworth. 

The bridge directly north of town on the Neosho was built about ‘68 or 69, 
so the ferry must have been in operation between the years 65 and ’68 or ’69. 

Mr. Bishop has a hazy memory that the ferry was sold to W. T. Soden. We 
have not been able to verify this. There was, however, a ferry south of town 
at Soden’s, on the Cottonwood, as early as ’67. 

80. Simon Peter Bishop lived in the Rinker neighborhood, three or four miles northeast 
of Emporia, settling there in 1865. 

81. Laura M. French, History of Emporia and Lyon County, pp. 271, 272. 


82. This was probably James H. Holmes, who was associated with John Brown during 
his operations in Kansas in 1856. 
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We will make more inquiries, and should we learn anything more definite 
in the near future will write you, but fear it is a false hope. Miss French 
knew no more than we. Her information came, we think, from the Plumbs, 
and the original members of this family are now all gone. 

Sincerely, 
Miss Lov E. Ferauson, 
Mrs. Daisy Fercuson Grimes, 
718 Constitution, Emporia, Kan. 


P. S—It occurred to me the drouth years of 69, etc., may have caused the 
ferry to die a natural death. There was a good ford a short distance below 
and the present “Rinker” bridge was not built until middle ’80’s—D. F. G. 

Jacob Stotler, editor and publisher of the Emporia News, while 
on a tour of the county had occasion to cross the Neosho, and in 
his issue of July 26, 1867, said: 

Supplying ourselves with one of Crowe Brothers’ fast teams we hauled up 
in front of Bill Ferguson’s ferryboat on the Neosho north of town at an early 
hour. The river had been passable the evening before, and Mr. Bishop, the 
ferryman, not knowing the river had raised during the night, and supposing 
there would be no use for the boat, was not present. Two or three lusty 
yells brought the good-natured phiz of our friend Tom Milburn to view on 
the opposite side of the stream, where the boat was anchored. “Do you run 
this ferry?” we inquired of Thomas. “Not by a d—d sight,” was his soft 
reply. After telling us the man lived a mile and a half away, he finally 
thought he could “run her over,” and we told him to pitch in. After tugging 
awhile we landed “on the other side” of this obstruction, fully convinced that 
Tom Milburn can lay stone wall a “doggone sight” better than he can run a 
ferryboat. Nevertheless we return thanks to Thomas for his assistance. 


Aside from the Santa Fé trail which crossed the county, in 1854 
there was no other road. Some Indian trails, barely wide enough 
for the Indians to go in single file, were the only thoroughfares. The 
first wagon road or.trail across the Neosho was blazed by John 
Rosenquist in 1855, who cut down trees on each side of the Neosho 
to open a road wide enough for wagons.** Mrs. John Rosenquist, 
in speaking of the lack of roads in 1855, said the early settlers of 
her neighborhood went back to Withington’s Inn, near Allen, and 
then followed the Santa Fé trail, otherwise they would get lost, as 
there were no houses or distinguishing landmarks to be guided by 
when off the trail. A year or so later, as settlers came in they got 
their bearings, and so the Burlingame road came into use. 

The first permanent road into Emporia was one laid out from 
Burlingame. This was established by government authority. Oliver 
Phillips drove the first wagon over this road in February, 1857, 
when he drove diagonally across the prairie to help lay out the 


88. Mrs. Flora I. Godsey, in letter to author. 
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Emporia townsite. The road crossed the Neosho near the Rinker 
ford. A stage station was established at the Phillips place, and 
there was much travel on the road.™ 

In 1859, a road was laid out from Lawrence to Emporia, via 
Bloomington, Clinton, Twin Mound, Georgetown, 110 creek, Su- 
perior, Sac Trail, and Waterloo, a length of 69 miles. A. D. 
Searl was the surveyor, and his plats, field notes and the commis- 
sioners’ report are preserved by the Historical Society. Another 
road, authorized by the legislature of 1861, ran from Minneola to 
connect with the Santa Fé road, via Neosho Rapids, Emporia, and 
Cottonwood Falls, and ended in Rice county, near Lyons, being a 
little over 180 miles in length.** Another road, established by the 
legislature of 1861, ran from Emporia to El Dorado via Bazaar 
and Chelsea, a distance of sixty-one miles.** This road was sur- 
veyed by C. F. Eichacker, whose plat and field notes are in the 
Archives division of the Historical Society. In 1866 a state road 
was laid out from Emporia to Eureka, by R. G. Soule, James 
Kanver and Edwin Tucker. This was ten miles shorter than the 
usually traveled route as well as an improvement on the old road.** 

The first movement for a bridge over the Neosho within Lyon 
county was in the year 1858, when a bill was introduced in the 
legislature for the incorporation of the Neosho River Bridge Co. 
This charter was for a fifteen-year period, during which the com- 
pany was to have exclusive privileges at or within five miles of the 
town of Emporia. The act passed both houses but was vetoed by 
Governor Denver.*® The first permanent bridges erected on the 
stream were provided for by an election of 1867. This included one 
for Emporia—the Merchant Street bridge—and one at Neosho 
Rapids.” 

So far as we have been able to discover, the ferry operated by 
Mr. Ferguson was the uppermost and last ferry located on the 
Neosho river. 

Thanks are hereby tendered to Mrs. Flora I. Godsey, Miss Lou 
E. Ferguson, Mrs. Daisy Ferguson Grimes, William Allen White, 
Glick Fockele and others for assistance in collecting this data on 
upper Neosho river ferries. 

84. French, op. cit., pp. 269, 270. 

85. Laws, Kansas, 1859, p. 585. 

86. Ibid., 1861, p. 247. 

87. Ibid., p. 248. 

88. Emporia News, Jan. 12, 1867. 


89. House Journal, 1858, p. 372. 
. French, op. cit., p. 268; Emporia News, Feb. 22, 1867. 
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Ellsworth as a Texas Cattle Market 
F. B. Srreerer 


ARLY in May, 1869, a man named Fitzpatrick came to Ells- 
worth from Sheridan, Kan., having been warned that it would 
not be healthy for him to remain longer in the latter place. He 
secured employment in one of the saloons in Ellsworth. During the 
evening of May 11, Fitzpatrick began firing his gun on the street. 
While on this rampage, he stopped several people, put his pistol 
against them, and threatened to shoot, scaring them most to death. 
When the east-bound train came in he fired a shot through the cars 
and then went into the saloon where he was employed. 

He found a man named William Bryson? asleep in the room. He 
shook the sleeping man and when he awakened, asked him how he 
got in there. Bryson, in the habit of sleeping there, answered that 
he came in through the window. Thereupon Fitzpatrick struck him 
on the head with his revolver, and when the man tried to escape he 
fired a shot, striking him in the groin. The victim died about eight 
o’clock the next morning. 

The coroner’s jury found Fitzpatrick guilty of murder in the first 
degree. The news spread through the village. At one o’clock that 
afternoon the citizens turned out en masse, took the murderer from 
the jail to the river bank and hanged him to the historic old cotton- 
wood which became famous because of the number of persons who 
were strung up on its branches by vigilance committees. Before 
being hung, Fitzpatrick gave his age and residence and confessed 
that he had stabbed a “great many men.” His people lived in 
St. Louis. 

The night Fitzpatrick ran amuck, someone fired a shot into Judge 
Westover’s residence, wounding one Mrs. Brown in the arm; the 
same shot grazed the arm of the little Westover boy who was asleep 
in his bed. The citizens searched the town and surrounding country 
for the villain. No record is extant showing that he was captured, 
but if he was, his body adorned a strong branch of the old cotton- 
wood, 

Ira W. Phelps, a local grocer and dealer in provisions who wrote 
up the details of these shooting affrays for the press, stated that 
Ellsworth had the assurance of the Texas cattle trade and that the 


1. Also spelled Brison. 
(388) 
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citizens were determined to have law and order “if they have to 
fight it out on this line all summer.” ? 

How much time elapsed between the opening of this campaign 
against lawlessness and the establishment of the cattle market in 
Ellsworth is not known. Nor are figures on the drives to this point 
in 1869 and 1870 available. However, Ellsworth was not an im- 
portant market during those two years.* 

A total of 161,320 * head of cattle were transported over the Kan- 
sas Pacific Railroad in 1871, an increase of 30,000 over the ship- 
ments for the previous season. Ellsworth received a fair share of 
this traffic. According to the most reliable figures available, there 
were shipped from that market during the fall months 1,340 cars of 
cattle, averaging eighteen head to the car, making a total of 24,121; 
and for the entire season the shipments amounted to more than 
1,900 carloads of longhorns.5 These animals were sold to firms in 
Kansas City, Leavenworth, Chicago, and St. Louis. 

The northern drive reached its height in 1871. According to 
Joseph G. McCoy, fully 600,000 head of cattle arrived in western 
Kansas that year. The season was a rainy one, causing the grass 
to be coarse and spongy and to lack the nutrition needed to make 
tallow. The severe storms caused the cattle to stampede badly. 
As the season advanced the animals became poorer in flesh and, 
furthermore, there were comparatively few buyers. As a result of 
the condition of the cattle and the lack of a market, 300,000 head 
were put in winter quarters, most of them having been driven west 
into the buffalo-grass region. Upwards of 140,000 longhorns were 
wintered on lands belonging to the Kansas Pacific. 

Scarcely had the herds arrived in the short-grass country when 
a severe rainstorm set in, followed by a cold wind which froze the 
water. The grass became covered with a sheet of ice two or three 
inches thick. A furious gale blew for three days and nights. Many 
men and horses were frozen to death and thousands of cattle per- 
ished. The winter was a severe one. It is estimated that several 


2. Junction City Union, May 15, 1869. 


8. Abilene was the chief market. Junction City, Solomon and Salina received a share of 
the trade. A newspaper was not established at Ellsworth until December, 1871. The 
municipal records begin in July of that year. In the early years of the Texas cattle trade the 
newspapers in the larger cities gave little space to the trade in a town until that place be- 
came an important market. e country town papers paid practically no attention to the 
cattle trade in other towns. The Union Pacific Railroad Co. has been unable to supply 
figures on the cattle trade at Ellsworth for 1869 ond 1870. Therefore, the contemporaneous 
aouweomre have been the only available source and a search of them has not yielded the 

ita. 


4. Kansas Pacific Railway Co., Guide Map of the Great Texas Cattle Trail (1875). 
5. Ellsworth Reporter, December 28, 1871; July 25, 1872. 
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hundred cow ponies and a quarter of a million head of cattle died 
before spring. Wealthy cattlemen were made bankrupt by the 
losses which mounted into millions of dollars.® 

There were 640,000 acres of rich grazing land in Ellsworth county. 
More than 80,000 head of Texas cattle were put in winter quarters 
in the county in 1871-1872. The losses were terrific, at least half 
of the animals dying as a result of the cold and stormy weather. In 
May, 1872, a writer made the following statement in the local paper: 

I believe that I am safe in saying that fully fifty percent of the stock in 
Ellsworth county (no doubt the best stock county in western Kansas) died 
from exposure and want the past winter; of the domestic and wintered stock 
a less percent, of those brought from Texas last year a greater percent. Not 
less than thirteen thousand hides have been shipped from Ellsworth since last 
November. . . .7 

After 1871 Abilene ceased to be an important market. In Febru- 
ary, 1872, a circular notifying the drovers not to return to Abilene 
was prepared by the enemies of the traffic and sent to Texas. 

A considerable portion of the cattle men drove their herds to 
Ellsworth that season, and some of the business men and others 
deserted Abilene and followed the trade. J. W. Gore and M. B. 
George tore down part of the Drovers’ Cottage and moved it to the 
new market place. Jac. (Jake) Karatofsky, the young Russian 
Jew who owned the Great Western Store on the corner of Cedar 
and Texas streets, went to the new cow town with a stock of general 
merchandise about May 1. J. W. (Brocky Jack) Norton, who had 
served on Abilene’s police force in 1871, was employed as a peace 
officer in Ellsworth and later became city marshal. The gamblers, 
roughs, courtesans, and hangerson, who had infested Abilene, flocked 
to the new longhorn metropolis to ply their nefarious occupations. 

The population of Ellsworth was about one thousand. The chief 
business was the trafficking in cattle and trade with the cattlemen. 
The main street ran along both sides of the railroad, making an 
exceedingly wide street, or two streets, called North Main and 
South Main. The business section was approximately three blocks 
long. The store buildings, mostly one- and two-story frame struc- 
tures with porches on the front, lined the outer side of the street and 
faced the railroad. Here and there more pretentious structures of 
brick had been erected. Board sidewalks were generally in use, 
though in the spring of 1873 Arthur Larkin constructed a stretch 
of sidewalk twelve feet wide, made of magnesia limestone, in front 


6. McCoy, Historic Sketches of the Cattle Trade, pp. 226, 227. 
7. Ellsworth Reporter, May 16, 1872. 
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of his hotel. It was said that no other town, not even Kansas City, 
had a sidewalk equal to it. In keeping with the custom of the times, 
most of the business places provided benches or seats for loafers 
under the wooden awnings. There were hitching posts in front of 
the stores to which farmers’ teams or cow ponies were tied most of 
the time day and night. 

The location of the leading business houses (commencing at the 
west end on South Main), was as follows:* Drovers’ cottage, a 
three-story hotel equipped with eighty-four nicely furnished rooms 
and a dining room which seated 100 guests. A short distance down 
the street was Reuben and Sheek’s “gents” furnishings store which 
catered to Texas men; and two doors east was J. Ringolsky & Co.’s 
store, called Drovers’ headquarters, which kept a general line of 
clothing and supplies. All three men came from Leavenworth. 
Beyond were: D. W. Powers’ bank, also a Leavenworth firm, estab- 
lished in 1873 to care for the financial needs of the cattlemen; 
Minnick and Hounson’s brick drug store; and John Bell’s Great 
Western Hardware Emporium on the corner of Douglas. East of 
Douglas: John Kelly’s American House; the big general store of 
Jerome Beebe who had branch stores at Wilson and Brookville and 
sold a variety of merchandise—in fact almost everything from high- 
grade groceries and “wines and liquors for medicinal purposes” to 
Kirby’s reapers and Moline plows; and Whitney and Kendall’s 
furniture store a half block east of Lincoln. This firm established 
a cabinet shop on North Main in 1872 and moved across the tracks 
a year later. The railroad station was almost directly in front of 
Beebe’s store. 

The courthouse and jail were located on the north side of the rail- 
road tracks two blocks east of Douglas. When the jail was com- 
pleted in June, 1873, the local paper called it the most comfortable 
place in town, but warned its readers that too many should not 
crowd into the building at once.® Nearby was the Ellsworth lumber- 
yard owned by Kuney, Southwick & Co. The Grand Central hotel, 
owned by Arthur Larkin, was on the corner of Lincoln. This build- 
ing was constructed of a good quality red brick and was said to be 
the finest and costliest house west of the Missouri, excepting in 
Topeka. Its entire cost, including furniture, was $27,000. The 
building still stands and is now called the White House hotel. If 


8. D. H. Fraker, a pioneer business man of Ellsworth, rendered valuable assistance in 
locating and describing the old buildings. This information has been checked with and sup- 
plemented by files of the Ellsworth Reporter and other printed sources. 


9. Ellsworth Reporter, June 26, 1873. 
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this building could speak it would tell of many noted characters of 
the Old West who occupied its rooms in the early days—Buffalo Bill 
Cody; Wild Bill Hickok; Wyatt Earp; Ben and Billy Thompson; 
“Rowdy Joe” Lowe of Wichita dance-hall fame; big cattlemen; 
several local policemen; and other celebrities of the plains. In the 
next block west, opposite the depot, were Arthur Larkin’s dry goods 
and clothing store, which opened in 1873, and J. C. Veatch’s hotel 
and restaurant. Beyond were Nagle’s livery stable, the post office, 
and Seitz’s drug store on the corner of Douglas, advertised as the 
“oldest established drug store in western Kansas.” 

The stockyards were located up the railroad track in the west part 
of town; they were constructed of unpainted lumber and covered 
several acres of ground. The yards had seven chutes from which 
200 cars of cattle per day could be loaded. The Ellsworth Reporter 
claimed that these yards were the largest in the state in 1872.1° 
Col. R. D. Hunter, favorably known among the cattlemen, was 
superintendent of the stockyards in 1872 and 1873. 

The cattle traffic brought to Ellsworth hundreds of drovers, buyers 
and speculators; and the rough element, which moved from town to 
town with the shifts of the trade, congregated there. A visitor in 
1872 had this to say of the new market: 

This little border town of Ellsworth is not the most moral one in the world. 
During the cattle season, which, I am told, only lasts during the summer and 
fall, it presents a scene seldom witnessed in any other section. It reminds one 
of a town in California in its early days when gambling flourished and vice 
was at a premium. Here you see in the streets men from every state, and I 
might say from almost every nation—the tall, long-haired Texas herder, with 
his heavy jingling spurs and pairs of six-shooters; the dirty, greasy Mexicans, 
with unintelligible jargon; the gambler from all parts of the country, looking 
for unsuspecting prey; the honest emigrant in search of a homestead in the 
great free West; the keen stock buyers; the wealthy Texas drovers; dead 
beats; “cappers”; pick-pockets; horse thieves; a cavalry of Texas ponies; and 
scores of demimonde. 

Gambling of every description is carried on without any attempt at privacy. 
I am told that there are some 75 professional gamblers in town, and every 
day we hear of some of their sharp tricks. Whisky-selling seems to be the 
most profitable business. But there are many honorable business men here, 
who are doing a heavy business. 11 


The saloons and gambling houses were all patronized. During the 
first seven months of 1873, a total of thirteen persons were licensed 
to carry on the business of keeping saloons and dramshops for the 


10. Ibid., July 11, 1872. 
11. Ibid., July 25, 1872. 














STREETER: ELLSworTH CATTLE MARKET 393 


year.'* Three of the hotels sold liquor. That spring the Ellsworth 
Reporter made the observation that whisky was an antidote for 
snake bites. In view of the number of saloons in town, this paper 
did not believe that anyone in Ellsworth was in great danger if 
stung by one of these reptiles. 

Just a word about the social life of Ellsworth in the cow-town 
period. The hotels were the social centers in those days. Numerous 
parties and dances were held in their commodious halls. In the 
winter of 1872-1873 the Ellsworth Dancing Club sponsored a series 
of balls at the Grand Central hotel, the final entertainment taking 
place in March.** Numerous dances were held in the Drovers’ 
Cottage during the winter and spring of that year. The last dance 
of the season occurred on Thursday evening, May 29. Messrs. 
Parkhurst, Bradshaw, Skyrock, Savage, Whitney, and Hoseman 
were the committeemen. A large crowd attended and those present 
are said to have enjoyed the entertainment so much that they 
danced until morning. Several gentlemen from Texas participated 
and “seemed to like the Ellsworth girls.” 1 

Another form of entertainment was provided for Ellsworth folk. 
Late in February, 1873, the Sixth cavalry boys from Fort Harker 
put on a play at the Drovers’ Cottage. The hall was crowded and 
everyone was pleased with the show.’® On June 5, the local paper 
announced that “Ellsworth is to have a theater.” A week later it 
said, “Ellsworth has a theater” and explained that Messrs. Mc- 
Clelland and Freeman had been occupied the previous week fitting 
up a building for this purpose. Freeman went to St. Joseph, Kansas 
City and St. Louis and engaged an excellent line of talent. Late in 
the summer the press reported that the theater was still patronized 
by large crowds and stated that the proprietors deserved good 
audiences for booking so many first-class actors.’® 

In 1871 or 1872 a cattle trail to Ellsworth was established which 
ran by way of “Bluff creek, Turkey or Salt creek to Zarah and 
Ellsworth.” 17 The total distance from the crossing of the Red 
river in Texas to Ellsworth was about 350 miles. 

12. Ellsworth, city council, “Proceedings,” 1873. 

18. Ellsworth Reporter, March 6, 1878. 

14. Ibid., June 5, 1878; Topeka Commonwealth, June 4, 1873. 

15. Ellsworth Reporter, March 6, 1873. 


16. Ibid., August 28, 3878. 


17. Mentioned in Ellsworth Reporter, June 13, 1872. The exact route followed those two 
years is not known. The trail was probably not well defined at the start. According to 
information in the local paper, it evidently left the old trail near Pond creek, Indian territory, 
crossed Bluff creek near the present site of Anthony, ran near Kingman, and crossed the 
Arkansas at Raymond. By “Zarah’’ the writers may have referred to the town which was 
located one mile east of Fort Zarah. The fort was dismantled in 1869. However, the name 
of the fort appears on the Kansas Pacific's map issued in 1875. In 1872 Great Bend won 
the fight for the county seat. After that the town of Zarah gradually disappeared. 








394 Tue Kansas HistoricaL QUARTERLY 


In 1873 a new trail from Pond creek, Indian territory, to Ells- 
worth was surveyed by the Kansas Pacific Railway Co., which 
shortened the distance thirty-five miles. The party to whom the 
work of making the survey was intrusted consisted of William M. 
Cox, general livestock agent for the railroad company, and the 
following well-known cattlemen: David Hunter, brother of Col. 
R. D. Hunter; T. J. Buckbee; Howard Capper; and J. Ben George. 
The trail blazers left Ellsworth on April 16 and completed their 
work about May 1. The trail ran through a section which was 
supplied with an abundance of water. Ellinwood was selected as 
the point for crossing the Arkansas river. When the survey was 
completed Cox returned to Ellsworth, while Hunter, Buckbee and 
Capper remained at Sewell’s ranch on Pond creek until the first 
herd came along.*® 

The new route, known as “Cox’s trail” or the “Ellsworth cattle 
trail,” ?® diverged from the old trail at the Pond creek ranch, 
about half-way between Salt Fork of the Arkansas and Pond creek; 
turned to the left and bore a little west of north along Pond creek 
to the headwaters of that stream; then west of north to Cox’s cross- 
ing of Bluff creek (about a quarter of a mile west of north fork) ; 
and ran by way of Kingman and Ellinwood to Ellsworth. Three 
supply stores were located at convenient points along the trail. 
These were Sewell’s ranch and store east of the Pond creek cross- 
ing; C. H. Stone’s store at Cox’s crossing of Bluff creek; and E. C. 
Manning’s store at a place “called Kingman,” a mile and a half 
east of the crossing of the Ninnescah. 

The people of Ellsworth and the Kansas Pacific Railroad Co. 
made every effort to direct the cattle trade to that town. Articles 
appeared in the Reporter setting forth the advantages of the new 
trail and of Ellsworth as a market place. The drovers were told 
that Ellsworth had the railway facilities, the largest cattle yards in 
the state, and the hotel accommodations for the drovers and their 
crews. The new trail was spoken of with pride and the cattlemen 
were informed that they would be less liable to interruptions and 
annoyances because the trail ran west of the settled regions.” 
Each week for some time in the spring of 1873, the Reporter pub- 

18. Ellsworth Reporter, May 8, 1873. 


19. Kansas Pacific Railroad Co., Guide Map of the Great Texas Cattle Trail (1875). 


20. The 1875 edition of the Kansas Pacific Railway Co.’s Guide Map also stated that 
the Cox trail ran ‘‘west of the settlements in Kansas.’ There were several towns west of 
the trail. However, not much of the land around the towns had been occupied by settlers 
and it was this fact that the Ellsworth advertisers had in mind when they made their state- 
ments. McCoy added a bit of evidence on this point: in 1874 when he stated that the 
country adjacent to Great Bend was such that it would “‘remain unsettled for years to come” 
unless it was taken for stock ranches. See Historic Sketches of the Cattle Trade, p. 415. 
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lished a table showing distances and containing a description of the 
route, streams, crossings, camping grounds, and trading posts along 
the way. As a means of advertising the new trail and the shipping 
points on the line, the Kansas Pacific issued a pamphlet and map 
entitled, Guide Map of the Great Texas Cattle Trail From Red 
River Crossing to the Old Reliable Kansas Pacific Railway. The 
writer has located only two editions of this pamphlet: one issued 
in 1872, the other in 1875. To quote from the 1875 edition: 

Drovers are recommended to make Ellis, Russell, Wilson’s, Ellsworth and 
Brookville the principal points for their cattle for the following reasons: Free- 
dom from petty annoyances of settlers, arising from the cattle trespassing upon 
cultivated fields, because there is wider range, an abundance of grass and water, 
increased shipping facilities and extensive yard accommodations. Large and 
commodious hotels may be found in all these places, and at Ellsworth, es- 
pecially, the old “Drovers’ cottage,” so popular with the trade for years, will be 
found renovated and enlarged. The banking house of D. W. Powers & Co., 
established at Ellsworth in 1873, in the interest of the cattle business, will re- 
main at this point and continue their liberal dealings as in the past. 

As stated above, Ellsworth became the principal shipping point 
for Texas cattle on the Kansas Pacific Railroad in 1872. The first 
three droves of longhorns that season arrived in Ellsworth early in 
June. These droves numbered 1,000 head each.*! Two weeks later 
a total of twenty-eight herds, numbering from 1,000 to 6,000 head 
each, had arrived and many more were on the way. The fresh 
arrivals contained a total of 58,850 head of longhorns. These, to- 
gether with over 40,000 head which had wintered in the county, 
made a total of more than 100,000 head of Texas cattle in Ells- 
worth county.?? 

That season 40,161 head were transported from Ellsworth, or one 
fourth of the total number marketed over the Kansas Pacific. Large 
shipments were also made from the following towns: 12,240 from 
Brookville; 10,940 from Salina; and 8,040 from Solomon.** Besides 
those shipped by rail from Ellsworth, about 50,000 head were driven 
to California and the territories from that place. In the months 
of June and July more than 100,000 head of beef and stock cattle 
changed hands at Ellsworth. Drovers found buyers on their arrival, 
enabling them to close out at a good price and return to their 
homes.** 

The prices paid for cattle that season were as follows: $19 to $22 

21. Ellsworth Reporter, June 6, 1872. 

22. Ibid., June 20, 1872. 


23. Kansas Pacific Railroad Co., Seventh Annual Report. 
24. Ellsworth Reporter, April 17, 1873. 
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for beeves; $15 to $18 for three-year-olds; $9 to $10 for two-year- 
olds; $12 for cows; and $6 for yearlings.*® 

The town folk looked forward to an enormous increase in the 
cattle trade in 1873. The business men made a number of improve- 
ments and prepared for an expansion of trade. As stated above, 
D. W. Powers & Co. of Leavenworth opened their bank that spring 
and promised to give particular attention to the “accommodation of 
merchants, stock dealers and the Texas cattle trade.” The American 
House was enlarged, remodeled and refurnished that the proprietors 
might better accommodate with “luxury and ease all those fatigued 
with the toils and labors of the day and especially the Texas drovers 
upon their arrival at the city after a long and weary journey.” 7° 
J. C. Veatch enlarged and improved his hotel and restaurant before 
the cattle season opened. On March 6 the Reporter ventured this 
prediction: 

“Ellsworth will be the liveliest town in Kansas this year.” 

To which the Leavenworth Commercial retorted, “Yes, in flea 
time.” 

There was enough documentary evidence to show that the pre- 
diction of the local paper was sound. Perhaps a more lively form 
of contemporaneous evidence was needed to convince folk of the 
veracity of the Commercial’s comment. 

In April, twenty-eight herds of cattle, ranging from two to ten 
thousand each, were reported on their way to Ellsworth. The largest 
herd was owned by W. 8S. Peryman & Co., while Allen and Bennette 
drove 8,000 head, and Millett and Mabry were on the road with 
6,000 cattle.27 On May 29 the local paper reported that 100,000 
longhorns had arrived at Ellsworth; on June 5 the number was 
placed at 125,000; and a week later it was increased to 143,500. 
The 100,000 head were owned by fifty-five cattlemen. Among these 
were Col. O. W. Wheeler, L. B. Harris, J. L. Driskill, Maj. Seth 
Mabry, and others, who had made the drive each year for some 
years. Col. James V. Ellison, who drove from 4,000 to 12,000 cattle 
up the trail annually, had just arrived with 7,000 beeves. Col. J. J. 
Myers, whose yearly drive had never been less than 4,000 longhorns, 
was on the trail near Elisworth with 27,000 head of cattle. 

A group of excursionists, representing The Cattle Trails, published 
at Kansas City, visited Ellsworth about July 1 and reported that 

25. Ibid., June 27, 1872. 


26. Advertisement in Ellsworth Reporter. 


_ 27. Letter of “Occasional,”” dated April 25, to Kansas City (Mo.) Journal of Commerce, 
in Ellsworth Reporter, May 1, 1878. 
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they found only 56,000 head of cattle at Wichita, none at Great 
Bend, and 135,000 head at Ellsworth.** 

If the reports in the press are accurate more than 140,000 long- 
horns were received at Ellsworth before the middle of June, and 
additional droves were expected.2® A half million head were driven 
to Kansas during the year. It is safe to say that at least thirty 
percent of these went to Ellsworth. 

A season could scarcely have opened with a brighter outlook and 
closed in deeper gloom for everyone connected with the cattle trade 
than did this one. In the first place the number of buyers, as com- 
pared with the previous year, was greatly reduced because of the 
short corn crop. Then the financial crash came upon the country, 
reaching the West in October and paralyzing every form of business. 
The cattlemen were unable to borrow money and consequently were 
forced to put large numbers of their livestock on a market that was 
already weak. Most of the drovers, traders and shippers lost heavily 
and scores of them were bankrupted. Because of these conditions, 
at least forty percent of the Texas cattle were put in winter quarters 
in western Kansas or were driven into Colorado; thousands were 
killed and made into tallow; large numbers were purchased by en- 
terprising cattlemen for their ranches or were taken by feeders; 
others went to the Indians or were consumed in the northwestern 
territories.*° 

As stated above, Ellsworth received approximately one third of 
the longhorns driven to Kansas in 1873. Of this number, 30,540 
were transported over the Kansas Pacific Railroad** and about 
25,000 were wintered in the vicinity.** There is no record showing 
definitely what disposition was made of the remainder. Some were 
probably driven to other cow towns and shipped.** The balance 
were undoubtedly consumed in one or more ways mentioned in the 
preceding paragraph. 

Ellsworth folk made a supreme effort in 1874 to retain the cattle 
trade which was finding a more attractive market at Wichita. 
Either leading citizens of the town or the Kansas Pacific Railroad 
Co. enlisted the help of Abel H. Pierce,** who was known throughout 

28. Ellsworth Reporter, July 8, 1873. 


29. “Clarendon” in Topeka Commonwealth, June 4, 1873, estimated that Ellsworth would 
receive and dispatch a quarter of million head that season. 

30. McCoy, Historic Sketches of the Cattle Trade, pp. 250, 251. His account deals with 
all the Kansas markets. Ellsworth does not receive special mention. 

81. Kansas Pacific Railroad Co., Seventh Annual Report. 

82. Based on figures in Ellsworth Reporter, May 28, 1874. 

83. A total of 10,080 head were shipped from Russell, 5,860 from Brookville, while the 
total shipments on the Kansas Pacific amounted to 164,780. 

34. Wichita Hagle, May 21, 1874. 
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the cattle country as “Shanghai Pierce,” to distinguish him from a 
cowman of smaller stature of the same name. He had been part 
owner of the Rancho Grande in eastern Texas on which more than 
100,000 longhorns grazed before he came to Kansas in the seventies 
to trade in cattle. His big steers, called “Shanghai’s sea lions,” were 
known far and wide. Shanghai enjoyed being in the saddle with 
the boys and was a great story-teller. Late at night in camp one 
could hear the men laughing at his yarns. He talked so loud that 
Charles Siringo, who rode in his outfit, said that his voice “could 
be heard nearly half a mile even when he tried to whisper.” ** 

Shanghai Pierce worked hard for Ellsworth that season and had 
the local press, the civic leaders, and the Kansas Pacific back of 
him. According to a report dated May 25, there were 42,572 long- 
horns at Ellsworth and 60,372 head had passed Sewell’s ranch en- 
route for that place. A total of 18,500 ** head were shipped over the 
Kansas Pacific Railroad that season, or 12,000 less than in 1873. 

By 1875 Ellsworth ceased to be an important market. The trade 
had shifted to Wichita and with it went most of the toughs and 
some of the merchants. The glamorous days were over, never to 
return. During the four years, 1871-1874, inclusive, more than a 
third of a million Texas longhorns were driven to Ellsworth. Of 
these about thirty percent were transported to market over the 
Kansas Pacific Railroad. At least 40,000 perished during the severe 
winter of 1871-1872. The remainder were sold to farmers near 
town; to cattlemen and feeders in Kansas and other parts of the 
country ; or were disposed of in some other manner. Practically all 
the landmarks of the trails period have disappeared. The mam- 
mouth stockyards were removed a few years after the traffic was 
discontinued. The fires of 1874 and 1875 destroyed several of the 
business houses. The others went one by one. The Grand Central 
hotel building is still standing, but this building has been materially 
altered and the name changed; although here and there are evidences 
of the time when longhorn barons and noted gamblers were its 
guests. 


35. Siringo, Lone Star Cowboy, p. 248. 
36. Kansas Pacific Railroad Co., Zighth Annual Report. 














Kansas History as Published 
in the Press 


Articles featuring the early history of Hays have predominated 
in the historical subjects published in recent issues of The Aerend, 
a quarterly magazine issued by Fort Hays Kansas State College, of 
Hays. “A Page From the Past,” a story of the lost Beales colony 
which located in the Southwest in 1824, by Bee Jacquart, and 
“Reminiscing Through an Old Newspaper,” or a description of Hays 
in 1867, by F. B. Streeter, appeared in the spring, 1935, number. 
“Whisky Straight,” life in early-day Ellis county, by Paul King, 
and “A He-Man of Hays [Sheriff Alexander Ramsey],” by F. B. 
Streeter, were printed in the summer number. 


“Why They Came to Lyons,” a column featuring brief biographi- 
cal sketches of Lyons citizens, has appeared from time to time in 
the Lyons Daily News in recent months. 


An interview with George Yoxall, a pioneer of northwest Kansas, 
was featured in W. F. Hughes’ “Facts and Comments” column in 
the Rooks County Record, of Stockton, in its issues of February 28, 
March 7 and 14, 1935. 


Several fifty-year residents of Herndon and vicinity were named 
in an article published in the Herndon Nonpareil March 21, 1935. 


A prairie fire near Palco in March, 1893, and Palco’s schools of 
1900 were discussed by W. F. Hughes in the Rooks County Record, 
of Stockton, March 28, 1935. 


The story of the battle of Honey Springs near present Checotah, 
Okla., fought between the confederate and federal forces on July 17, 
1863, was reviewed by Charles R. Freeman in the Chronicles of 
Oklahoma, publication of the Oklahoma Historical Society, of Okla- 
homa City, in its June, 1935, issue. Kansas troops, under command 
of Maj. Gen. James G. Blunt, participated in the battle. 


Salmon Brown’s account of the activities of the John Brown 
family in Kansas territory as written shortly before his death in 
1919 was printed in the Indiana Magazine of History, of Blooming- 
ton, Ind., in its June, 1935, number. 
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The killing of Sheriff Ramsey of Ellis county while in Rooks 
county in June, 1875, as recalled by the late Elam Bartholomew, 
was published in the Hays Daily News June 6, 1935. The article 
was reprinted from a 1911 issue of the Rooks County Record, of 
Stockton. 


Clyde as seen in some early photographs of the community was 
described in the Clyde Republican June 27, 1935. 


Highland and the railroad “that never came” were recalled by 
J. B. Ferguson, of Hagerstown, Md., in the Highland Vidette in its 
issues of June 27 and July 4, 1935. 


A brief history of the North Wichita Mexican parish was pub- 
lished in The Catholic Advance, Wichita, June 29, 1935. The church 
building was erected in 1927. 


The first of several special articles on Wichita’s early history 
by David D. Leahy appeared in the Wichita Sunday Eagle, June 30, 
1935. 


An article written by Fred A. Sowers over fifty years ago describ- 
ing the celebration of the Fourth of July in Wichita in 1870 was 
published in the Wichita (Evening) Eagle, July 4, 1935. 


The early history of Kincaid and the celebration of its first Fourth 
of July in 1886 was reviewed by Harry Johnson in the Garnett 
Review July 4, 1935. The town plat of Kincaid was filed on May 
11, 1885. In another article in this issue of the Review Mr. Johnson 
recalled other Fourth of July celebrations held in Anderson county 
in the early days. 


Miami county springs that did not go dry during the drought of 
1934 were listed in The Western Spirit, of Paola, July 5, 1935. 


The history of the Lakin Independent was briefly reviewed in its 
issue of July 5, 1935. The Independent was established July 1, 
1914, by M. B. Royer. 


Reminiscences of the high finance of Hutchinson’s boom period 
of the 1880’s were contributed by George Combs to the Hutchinson 
Herald July 5, 1935. 


The history of Washington county’s courthouse was sketched in 
the Hanover Herald July 5, 1935. 


Early-day Sibley as recalled by Mrs. E. M. Kenyon was described 
in the Concordia Blade-Empire July 9, 1935. Sibley, which is now 
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numbered among the “dead” towns of Kansas, was situated north of 
Concordia. 


A description of the old stone corral near a ford on the Little 
Arkansas river, about fifteen miles north of present Hutchinson, 
which sheltered emigrants traveling along the Santa Fé trail, was 
published in the McPherson Daily Republican July 9, 1935. 


Walnut Valley Presbyterian Church history was reviewed in the 
Winfield Daily Courier and Independent-Record in their issues of 
July 11, 1935. The church, which is located north of Winfield, waa 
organized on March 1, 1874. 


Early-day Meade Center and the founding of the Meade County 
Globe on July 11, 1885, were recalled by Frank Fuhr in the Meade 
Globe-News July 11, 1935. 


Geuda healing waters at Geuda Springs were known long before 
the advent of the white settlers, Lyman Spray reported in an article 
briefly reviewing the history of the springs which was published in 
the South Haven New Era July 11, 1935. 


Reminiscences of Highland by Tobias Larson, former editor of 
the Highland Vidette, were printed in the Vidette July 11, 1935. 


Histories of the Pratt County Council of Clubs, the Pratt Rotary 
Club and the Lions Club were sketched in the Pratt Daily Tribune 
July 12, 1935. 


The significance of the “Sand Bank Convention” held at Lawrence 
in July, 1855, to secure a better understanding and codperation 
among the different antislavery elements in Kansas history was dis- 
cussed by Dr. Edward Bumgardner in the Lawrence Daily Journal- 
World July 17, 1935. 

A history of the Eskridge United Presbyterian Church, by James 
M. Curry, was published in the Eskridge Independent July 18, 1935. 
The church was organized on June 29, 1897. 

The early history of Courtland was reviewed by Frank J. Fudge 
in The New Era, of Formoso, July 18, 1935. The city was incor- 
porated in 1892. 

A history of the Shields Methodist Episcopal Church was printed 
in the Dighton Herald July 18, 1935. The organization meeting was 
held in May, 1886, in the “soddy” home of John Smith which was 
situated about one mile west of present Shields. 


26—1351 
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Sod houses and their part in the settlement of the Western 
prairies were discussed in the Kansas City (Mo.) Star July 18, 1935. 


Names of postmasters who have served at Cheney since the town 
was established were published in the Cheney Sentinel July 18, 1935. 

Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church near Canton observed the 
fiftieth anniversary of the dedication of its church building July 21, 
1935. A history of the organization was sketched in the Canton 
Pilot July 18. 


Evangelical Zion Lutheran Church, near Lanham, commonly 
known as the State Line Lutheran Church, celebrated its twenty- 
fifth anniversary July 14, 1935. A brief history of the organization 
was printed in the Hanover Democrat July 19. 


Twenty “ghost towns” of Sumner county were named in the 
Kansas City (Mo.) Times July 19, 1935. The list included: Sum- 
ner, Clear Dale, Orie, Chikaskia, Hurst Crossing, Alton, Hessville, 
Levy, Sunset, Sunny Slope, Beverly, Rolling Green, Argyle, Little- 
ton, Swedona, Bushnell, Missouri Flat, Guelph, Bitter Creek and 
Kitley. 


Rice county history and a biography of the late Dan M. Bell 
were linked in a three-column article appearing in the Lyons Daily 
News July 23, 1935. In 1871 Mr. Bell was one of three men named 
by Gov. J. M. Harvey to serve as county commissioners to effect 
a permanent county organization. 


The Frankfort Daily Indez in its issue of July 24, 1935, briefly 
reviewed the history of Frankfort on the sixtieth anniversary of its 
organization as a third-class city. 


A series of fifteen “Know Manhattan” articles is being published 
in the Manhattan Mercury and The Morning Chronicle in Wednes- 
day issues. The articles, which began July 24, are mainly of a 
historical nature and feature writeups of Manhattan’s institutions. 


Osawatomie’s early history was sketched in a three-column article 
published in The Western Spirit, of Paola, July 26, 1935. 


Some of Wichita’s real-estate dealers during the boom year of 
1887 were named by Victor Murdock in the Wichita (Evening) 
Eagle July 26, 1935. The record of licenses issued to the dealers 
showed 924 names enrolled. 
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The history of the Wichita Eagle was reviewed by Kent Eubank 
in its sixty-third anniversary edition issued July 28, 1935. 


An Indian alarm in Clark county’s early history was described by 
Mrs. L. C. Mitchell of Creston, Iowa, in The Clark County Clipper, 
of Ashland, August 1, 1935. Mrs. Mitchell settled in Clark county 
in 1885. 


The history of the St. Paul Journal was briefly sketched in its 
issue of August 1, 1935. The newspaper first made its appearance 
in Osage Mission (now St. Paul) on August 5, 1868. 


Early-day Douglass and some of its citizens were recalled by 
Mrs. Alvah Shelden, of El Dorado, in a letter published in the 
Douglass Tribune August 2 and 9, 1935. 


Kearny county sites of historic importance were discussed in the 
Lakin Independent in recent issues. John O’Loughlin’s store, which 
was opened in 1873 and was the first permanent habitation in the 
county, was described in the issue of August 2, 1935, and the history 
of Chouteau island was reviewed by Mrs. India Harris Simmons 
August 9. Another article by Mrs. Simmons on the Aubrey route 
of the Santa Fé trail was featured in the latter issue. 


The history of the Eighty-ninth division was briefly reviewed 
in the Kansas City (Mo.) Times August 7, 1935. The division came 
into existence at Camp Funston, Fort Riley, August 25, 1917, with 
Maj. Gen. Leonard Wood as its commander. The first enlisted men 
arrived September 6. 


A story of the Hugoton-Woodsdale fight for the county seat of 
Stevens county and the massacre at Wild Horse Lake in 1888 was 
printed in the Spearville News August 8, 1935. 


The history of Elm Mills, Barber county ghost town of the late 
1870’s, which has now become a pleasure resort, was contributed 
by Pearl Richardson to the Topeka Daily Capital August 18, 1935. 


A letter written by Mineus Ives in May, 1872, describing his 
impressions of early-day south-central Kansas was printed in Victor 
Murdock’s front-page column in the Wichita (Evening) Eagle 
August 21, 1935. 


The history of Enne Lutheran Church, seven miles south of Hern- 
don, was briefly sketched in the Herndon Nonpareil August 22, 1935. 
The church was organized on April 27, 1885. 
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A three-column story of the Pony Express and a map of the 
trail by W. R. Honnell, of Kansas City, were published in the Kan- 
sas City Kansan August 22, 1935. The sketch shows the location of 
every station on the more than 2,000-mile route. 


Bird City held a three-day celebration August 22, 23 and 24, 
1935, in observance of its fiftieth birthday anniversary. A sod house 
was constructed for display at the event. Notes on the city’s history 
were printed in the Bird City Times in issues preceding the celebra- 
tion and names of pioneers registered were printed in the August 29 
number. 


“Some Unwritten School History,” was the title of a column 
article contributed by Carrie Breese Chandler to the Chase County 
Leader, of Cottonwood Falls, August 28, 1935. Mrs. Chandler cited 
a letter from Sarah Romigh Anderson, of Oakland, Cal., for the 
earliest data. Mrs. Anderson arrived in Cottonwood Falls in the 
late 1850’s. 


A four-column résumé of the drouth of 1934 by John G. Ellen- 
becker was printed in the Marshall County News, of Marysville, 
August 30, 1935. 


The history of Fort Downer, in southwest Trego county, by 
Fern C. Callison, and “When the White Man Came,” a review of 
the history of the Southwest, were features of the “Fair Edition” 
of the Dodge City Daily Globe August 31, 1935. 


Excursions to Wichita in 1872 were described by Victor Murdock 
in the Wichita (Evening) Zagle August 31, 1935. 


The route of the Leavenworth and Pike’s Peak express was dis- 
cussed in detail by Margaret Long in the September, 1935, issue 
of The Colorado Magazine, published at Denver by the State His- 
torical Society of Colorado. The article quoted extensively from 
E. D. Boyd’s field notes published in the Freedom’s Champion of 
Atchison, June 25, 1859. 


“Frontier Nicknames” is the title of a series of articles by George 
J. Remsburg listing nearly four hundred nicknames of persons prom- 
inent in western frontier history which ran in the Pony Express 
Courier, of Placerville, Cal., in its September, October and Novem- 
ber, 1935, issues. Other articles of interest to Kansans include: 
“Historic Atchison,” and “Butterfield’s Overland Despatch,” in the 
September number; “Last Financial Statement of the Pony Ex- 
press,” by Fred E. Sutton, in the October issue; “Maj. Gordon W. 
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Lillie,” by Jack Delysle, and “A Married Pony Express Rider 
{William Boulton] With Four Children,” by Herb Brame, in the 
November number. 


Plans are being made for the erection of a marker at the point 
where the states of Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma meet. Dolph 
Shaner, of Joplin, Mo., and Ira Perkins, of Galena, among others, 
are interested in the movement which was discussed in an article 
appearing in the Joplin (Mo.) Globe September 1, 1935. 


Historical articles by George J. Remsburg published in recent 
issues of the Leavenworth Times and the date of their publication 
are: “Indians Commemorated by Many Names in Kansas,” Sep- 
tember 2, 1935; “A Visit to Leavenworth by John J. Ingalls in 1858,” 
September 12; “Many Kansas Towns Were Named for Other 
Towns,” September 15, and “Geography of Kansas Has Many Ani- 
mal Names,” October 24. 


Mrs. Samuel Dolman’s reminiscences of early-day Kansas were 
recorded by Eleanor Kimball in an article appearing in the Topeka 
State Journal September 4, 1935. Mrs. Dolman came to Kansas 
from Paris, Ill., in 1854. 


Letters and brief biographical sketches of pioneers who were re- 
siding in Rawlins county in 1885 were published in The Citizen 
Patriot, ef Atwood, for several months preceding the fiftieth anni- 
versary celebration of Atwood’s incorporation as a city held on 
September 5, 1935. 


Stafford celebrated its fiftieth year as an incorporated city with 
an all-day celebration held September 10, 1935. Historical articles 
featured in the Stafford Courier’s anniversary edition issued Septem- 
ber 5 included: “Christmas Dinner in 1878 Was an Event,” by S. 
W. McComb, “Four Homesteads in the Townsite,” “Town’s First 
Buildings Were Hotel and Store,” “Four Elections to Choose County 
Seat,” “Stafford’s History Included Thirty-five Different Adminis- 
trations,” “Judge [G. W.] Nimocks Issued Stafford Incorporation 
Order at Lyons and Set Date for Election,” “Bad Fires Brought 
City Water System,” and histories of the city’s churches and schools. 


“Who’s Who in Early Days at Wabaunsee,” was the title of an 
article by H. E. Smith published in the Alma Signal, September 5, 
1935, and the Alma Enterprise September 6. The paper, which was 
written for the August 25 meeting of the Wabaunsee Historical 
Society, was also printed in the November issue of the Wabaunsee 
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County Truth, of Wabaunsee. Other stories and notes on life in 
early-day Kansas were published in these and other Wabaunsee 
county papers in issues contemporaneous with the society’s meeting. 


The history of Friedens Lutheran Church of Home City was 
briefly sketched in the Marshall County News, of Marysville, Sep- 
tember 6, 1935. The church was founded fifty years ago. 


Brief biographical sketches of Brown county pioneers who have 
lived in the county fifty years or more are being published in the 
Hiawatha Daily World starting with the issue of September 6, 1935. 
The World has organized a “Fifty-year Club.” 


The history of mining in southeastern Kansas was reviewed in the 
seventh annual coal edition of the Pittsburg Headlight and Sun 
printed as a part of their issues of September 9 and 10, 1935. 


A story of the Patrick Doyle family of Florence was told by A. 
B. MacDonald in the Kansas City (Mo.) Star September 15, 1935. 
Mr. Doyle homesteaded near the site of present Florence in 1859. 
Miss Ellen Doyle, a daughter, last of the immediate family, died 
recently, leaving an estate valued at one half million dollars. 


Recollections of Arkansas City citizens who witnessed the Chero- 
kee strip run on September 16, 1893, were recorded by Walter 
Hutchison in the Arkansas City Daily Traveler September 16, 
1935. 


The Leavenworth First Christian Church observed the eightieth 
anniversary of its founding with special services held September 
22, 1935. A history of the organization was sketched in the Kansas 
City (Mo.) Times September 17. 


Atlanta history was briefly reviewed in the Wichita (Evening) 
Eagle September 17, 1935. The city recently celebrated the fiftieth 
anniversary of its founding. 


The history of The Western Times, of Sharon Springs, was 
sketched in its issue of September 19, 1935. 


“Part of Kansas, Now Colorado, Scene of Great Gold Rush in 
1859,” was the title of a two-column article published in the Kansas 
City (Mo.) Times September 19, 1935. 


The sixtieth anniversary of the establishment of the Norton 
Church of Christ was observed September 22, 1935. The history 
of the organization was reviewed in the Norton Daily Telegram 
September 20. 
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Topeka as it appeared in 1885 was described by C. C. Nicholson 
in a series of articles appearing in the Topeka Daily Capital Sep- 
tember 22, October 6, 13 and 20, 1935. 


Justice John 8. Dawson, member of the executive committee of 
the Kansas State Historical Society, was the principal speaker at 
the Smith county old settlers’ meeting held in Smith Center, Sep- 
tember 25, 1935. The address, which related early-day incidents 
of Smith county, was briefly reviewed in the Smith County Pioneer 
September 26. 


Pioneer life as witnessed by L. T. Reese is being described in the 
Smith County Review, of Smith Center, in a column entitled “In- 
cidents of Early Days in Kansas,” which appears from time to time. 
The series was started in the issue of September 26, 1935. 


The Mulberry News briefly sketched its history in its issue of 
September 27, 1935. 


A list of Harvey county pioneer homesteaders was contributed by 
John C. Nicholson to the Newton Evening Kansan-Republican, 
September 27, 1935. 


Kansas senators representing the state in the United States senate 
were recalled by Victor Murdock in an article published in the 
Wichita (Evening) Eagle September 28, 1935. 


A discussion of the various movements fostered in the Northern 
states for the support of free-soilers in Kansas territory was con- 
tained in an article entitled “The Rise and Fall of the Kansas Aid 
Movement,” contributed by Dr. Ralph Volney Harlow, of Syracuse 
University, to The American Historical Review in its October, 1935, 
issue. Doctor Harlow, who is a life member of the Kansas State 
Historical Society, is author of The Growth of the United States 
(1925) and A History of the United States (1934). 


The first number of the South Dakota Historical Review, a new 
quarterly publication of the South Dakota Historical Society, of 
Pierre, was issued in October, 1935. The number’s entire forty-eight 
pages were devoted to a biography of James (Scotty) Philip, pioneer 
South Dakota cattleman and breeder of buffalos, by George Philip, 
a nephew. James Philip lived in Victoria, Kan., in 1874 and 1875. 


A history of the Women’s City Club of Emporia was sketched in 
the Emporia Gazette October 1, 1935. The club was organized in 
1918. 











408 Tue Kansas HistoricaL QUARTERLY 


Frank §S. Foster, editor of the Ellsworth Messenger, observed the 
“golden jubilee” of his continuous newspaper employment in Ells- 
worth with a two-column history of the city’s newspapers, published 
in the Ellsworth Messenger October 3, 1935. 


Salina’s First Presbyterian Church held special services the week 
starting October 6, 1935, in observance of the seventy-fifth anni- 
versary of its founding. A history of the organization was printed 
in the Salina Journal October 5, 1935. 


Bellevue superior school, District No. 66 of Atchison county, 
celebrated its golden anniversary October 19, 1935. The history of 
the school was reviewed in the Atchison Daily Globe October 5. 


A biography of David L. Payne, “the original Oklahoma boomer,” 
was contributed by David D. Leahy to the Wichita Sunday Eagle 
October 6, 1935. 


Special services commemorating the founding of the Cottonwood 
monthly meeting of Friends near Emporia seventy-five years ago, 
were held at the church on October 6, 1935. A history of the organi- 
zation was published in the Emporia Gazette October 7. 


The history of the Wichita Y.M.C.A. was sketched by Victor 
Murdock in the Wichita (Evening) Eagle October 9, 1935. The 
“Y” was organized on October 23, 1885. 


Development of Butler county’s oil industry was reviewed in 
detail in a forty-eight page “Twentieth Anniversary Oil Edition” 
issued by the El Dorado Times October 9, 1935. First drilling 
operations in the state, histories of El Dorado’s refineries and 
biographies of persons prominent in the development of the industry 
were featured. Other articles of historic interest included a sketch 
of Chelsea by Mrs. Lyman Haver, the early-day experiences of 
Mrs. Alvah Shelden, a Butler county pioneer, and El Dorado’s 
telephone history. 


Bethel College history was recalled in short articles published in 
the Newton Evening Kansan-Republican October 9, 1935, and the 
Journal October 10. The college was opened in 1893 with C. H. 
Wedel as president. 


Special services were held at the Circleville Methodist Church 
October 6, 1935, in commemoration of the seventy-fifth anniversary 
of the founding of the organization. Histories of the church were 
printed in the Holton Recorder and the Jackson County Signal in 
their October 10 issues. 
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Dr. P. P. Trueheart reminisced on early-day Sterling in the 
Sterling Kansas Bulletin October 10, 1935. The town was only a 
few years old when Doctor Trueheart arrived in the fall of 1877. 


A four-column review of the history of Southwestern College since 
its founding fifty years ago was contributed by Leroy Allen to the 
Winfield Daily Courier October 11, 1935. 


County-boundary and county-seat controversies and life in the 
El Dorado vicinity sixty-five years ago were discussed by J. M. 
Satterthwaite in the Douglass Tribune October 11, 1935. 


The first years of territorial government in Kansas were briefly 
reviewed in the Kansas City (Mo.) Star October 11, 1935. This 
year marks the eighty-first anniversary of the formation of Kansas 
as a territory. 


Eighty years of history of the Topeka First Congregational Church 
were sketched in the Topeka Daily Capital October 13, 1935. The 
formal organization of the church in 1855 followed a meeting held 
in December, 1854, in the log cabin of A. A. Ward with the Rev. 
Samuel Y. Lum officiating. 


A description of William Griffenstein’s trading post on Cowskin 
creek, the site of which is eleven miles northwest from the present 
corner of Main and Douglas in Wichita, was published in Victor 
Murdock’s front-page column in the Wichita (Evening) Eagle 
October 16, 1935. The post was built in the early 1860's. 


The history of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church of Olpe was briefly 
reviewed in the Emporia Gazette October 16, 1935. The church was 
founded in the spring of 1885. 


St. John commemorated the fiftieth anniversary of its incorpora- 
tion with special ceremonies held on October 22 and 23, 1935. The 
St. John News, Daily Capital and County Capital printed historical 
notes in their issues contemporaneous with the celebration. The 
News, on October 17, issued its “Golden Jubilee Edition,” contain- 
ing stories of the history of the city, and histories of its newspapers, 
churches, schools and railroad. 


Histories of the Pittsburg Kansas State Teachers College, the 
city’s churches and several of its business houses, were featured in 
the fifth anniversary edition of the Pittsburg Advertiser issued 
October 17, 1935. 
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A three-column history of the Betty Washington chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution of Lawrence, by Mrs. E. A. 
White, was published in the Lawrence Douglas County Republican 
October 17, 1935. The chapter was organized in October, 1896. 


Solomon Methodist Church history was briefly sketched in the 
Solomon Tribune October 17, 1935. Its present church building was 
dedicated November 16, 1885. 


Historical sketches of the banks of Edwards county were pub- 
lished in the Kinsley Graphic October 17, 1935. 


The founding of the “Town of Kansas” (Kansas City, Mo.), as 
described in the writings of John C. McCoy, was discussed by A. B. 
MacDonald in the Kansas City (Mo.) Star October 20, 1935. 
The papers, which are filed in the Manuscript division of the Kansas 
State Historical Society, reveal that the city dates back to a meet- 
ing of fourteen persons held on the site November 14, 1838, when a 
townsite company was organized. 


A history of Golden Rule lodge No. 90, A. F. & A. M., of North 
Topeka, was sketched in the Topeka Daily Capital October 21, 1935. 
The lodge was organized on February 18, 1870. 


The Dodge City Daily Globe celebrated the recent removal of its 
equipment to a larger building with the issuance of a 34-page “New 
Home” number on October 22, 1935. A review of the Globe’s 
history, by Jay B. Baugh, and pictures of present staff members 
were published. Other historical features included articles describ- 
ing early days in Hamilton county as recalled by Murray A. Davis 
and a discussion of Kearny county’s historic sites. 


A history of the Liberal Business and Professional Women’s Club 
was reviewed in detail in a special twelve-page edition of the Liberal 
News issued October 26, 1935. 


Wichita high school history was briefly sketched in the Wichita 
Sunday Eagle October 27, 1935. 


Fifty years ago, on October 30, the late Frank Pitts MacLennan 
took possession of the Topeka Daily Journal property in Topeka. 
Celebrating the golden anniversary of this occasion the Topeka 
State Journal issued a 150-page anniversary edition, carefully com- 
piled, excellently arranged and printed, which was replete with 
historical articles of interest to Kansans. Included in these 150 
pages was a ten-page rotogravure section which contrasted Topeka 
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scenes of 1885 with those of 1935. Titles of some of the more 
prominent articles were: “Fifty Years of Official Life in Kansas,” 
by Lucy B. Johnston, wife of former Chief Justice William A. John- 
ston of the Kansas Supreme court; “Topeka Laid Out on a Prairie 
Ridge Rather Than by Use Compass,” by Oscar Swayze; “Educa- 
tion in Kansas,” by Dr. W. A. Seward Sharp; “Blue Sky Law 
Named After Drouth,” by J. N. Dolley; “Did You Know That Two 
Prominent Citizens Once Arranged Pistol Duel?” by Thomas F. 
Doran; “Oscar Swayze a Pace-Maker for A. Capper, a Garnett 
Youngster”; “Many Famous Kansans Were Active in Politics Here 
Fifty Years Ago,” by A. L. Shultz; “Governors of Kansas,” by 
T. A. McNeai; “Personalities of Topeka,” by Charles M. Sheldon; 
“Dramatic Story of Topeka’s Founding in Holliday Letters,” by 
Kirke Mechem; “Justice Hutchison in Story of Old Days When 
Guns, Statutes Mixed”; “City of Topeka 81 Years of Age on Decem- 
ber 5,” by T. G. Wear; “Strong Body of Lawyers in 1885,” by Edwin 
A. Austin; “From 15 to 185 Miles of Water Mains Since ’58,” by 
Arthur J. Carruth, III; “Sixty Years of Topeka Typographical 
Union No. 121,” by W. T. Luce; “Col. J. W. F. Hughes Tells 
Inside Story of Famous Lewelling’s War of ’93,” by Frank K. 
Tiffany ; “Recollections of the Kansas State Historical Society,” by 
George A. Root; “Kansas Legion Was Born in St. Louis Hotel,” 
by Ernest A. Ryan; “H. O. Garvey’s Father Published the First 
Newspaper in Topeka,” by H. O. Garvey; “Washburn Professor 
Brought First Phone to Topeka in Fall ’77,” by T. G. Wear; “Tom 
MeNeal’s First Job as Reporter on Journal,” by T. A. McNeal; 
“Hotel Clerk’s Comment Changed Name of Onago to the ‘Onaga’ 
of Today,” by Dr. R. C. Leinbach, of Onaga; “Eugene Town First 
Name of North Topeka,” by Eleanor Kimball; “Topeka Weather 
Summary 1878 to 1935”; “Harry Gavitt Recalls Fred Stone’s First 
Job With Circus in Topeka”; “Billard Family Lived in Dugout 
Here Before the Founding of Topeka,” by John W. Jarrell; “Oscar 
Wilde Nearly Killed While Here on a Visit 50 Years Ago,” by A. 
K. Wilson; “Evolution of Fourth Estate in Kansas in the Last 
Thirty Years,” by Henry C. Sticher, and “Intimate Story of Mac- 
Lennan Family,” by Ed. C. MacLennan. Other features included 
biographical sketches and reminiscences of pioneers and letters from 
present Topeka citizens. Histories of Topeka’s schools; colleges; 
railroads; churches; social agencies; theaters; sports; clubs; frater- 
nal organizations; fire department; library; banks; life insurance 
companies and many other business institutions, together with lists 
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of Topeka’s business and professional men of 1885, city officials 
and officials of several Shawnee county departments to date were 
published. Stories of the establishment of the Topeka State Journal, 
origin of the name Topeka, floods and earthquakes in the state, 
mining and the oil and gas industry in Kansas, Kansas’ judicial 
system, the Masonic Lodge of Kansas, steamboats on the Kaw river, 
and Potwin history; special articles on the origin of Topeka’s laws, 
by W. C. Ralston, and early days in Kansas and the West as told 
in letters of A. B. Walker, were printed. 


Over four hundred ferries have been operated in Kansas, Cecil 
Howes reported in the Kansas City (Mo.) Star November 6, 1935. 
Figures showing the number of ferries licensed on each stream were 
supplied by George A. Root, of the Kansas State Historical Society, 
who has been writing a series of articles on this subject for The 
Kansas Historical Quarterly. 


A brief history of the Madura Congregational Church of Wake- 
field was published in the Wakefield News November 6, 1935. The 
church became Congregational on November 10, 1875. 


Some large trees grown in Kansas were discussed by Dr. Edward 
Bumgardner in the Lawrence Daily Journal-World November 6, 
1935. 


John McBee, statehouse guide at Topeka, reminisced on the 
Indian wars of the latter 1860’s in an article published in the Kansas 
City (Mo.) Times November 12, 1935. Mr. McBee was a member 
of the Nineteenth Kansas cavalry. 


“Murder of Charles Dow Eighty Years Ago Almost Started War 
in Eastern Kansas,” was the title of an article contributed by Cecil 
Howes to the Kansas City (Mo.) Times November 16, 1935. Mr. 
Dow was killed south of Lawrence, on November 21, 1855. 
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Historic Spots or Mile-Stones in the Progress of Wyandotte 
County, Kansas, is the title of a 360-page, adequately indexed, book 
published recently by the Mission Press of Merriam. Grant W. 
Harrington, the author, writes that “No effort has been made . . . 
to write a continuous history of Wyandotte county. The purpose 
has been to pick the spots where events of historic importance have 
taken place and to write the stories that cluster around these spots.” 
The forty-two chapters presenting these sites have been published in 
a chronological arrangement. Mr. Harrington, who lives at Kansas 
City, is author of Annals of Brown County, Kansas, which he pub- 
lished in 1903. 


Pioneer reminiscences were featured in an attractive yellow paper- 
bound book of 190 pages entitled The Golden Jubilee Anniversary of 
Thomas County and Its Neighbors published by the Rexford News 
in August, 1935. The book was compiled and arranged by George 
H. Kinkel and Charles A. Jones of Colby. 


Marysville observed the seventy-fifth anniversary of the running 
of the Pony Express with a three-day celebration held August 17, 
18 and 19, 1935. On August 19 the rerun of the express by the 
Boy Scouts through the city on its way from Sacramento, Cal., to 
St. Joseph, Mo., was witnessed. Both the Marysville Marshall 
County News and The Advocate-Democrat published historical 
articles in issues contemporaneous with the celebration. The Oregon 
Trail Memorial Association supplied the Marysville committee with 
1,000 Pony Express diamond jubilee memorial medals. The medals, 
which were designed by Wm. H. Jackson, secretary of the associa- 
tion, are made of nickel and retail at twenty-five cents each. Profit 
from the sale of these discs will go into the marker fund. Persons 
wishing to purchase them are asked to write John G. Ellenbecker, 
of Marysville. 


A sixteen-page pamphlet by Nora Scull reviewing the history of 
the Hiawatha First Baptist Church was issued for the seventy-fifth 
anniversary celebration held on August 18, 1935. 


C. W. Hawkins of Clements was reélected president of the Chase 
County Historical Society at its annual meeting on September 7, 
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1935. Other officers are: C. A. Sayre, first vice-president; George 
Starkey, second vice-president; Henry Rogler, secretary, and S. H. 
Baker, treasurer. 


The Kansas Daughters of the American Revolution held dedi- 
catory services September 18, 1935, for their rooms at the Shawnee 
Methodist mission which they have fitted up in keeping with the 
furnishings of pioneer days. 


Recently elected officers of the Riley County Historical Society 
are: C. M. Correll, president, reélected; Grace Givin, vice-presi- 
dent; Mrs. G. H. Failyer, secretary, reélected; Mrs. Medora Flick, 
treasurer; G. H. Failyer, custodian at the society’s cabin in the 
Manhattan city park, and Mrs. Caroline Smith, assistant custodian. 
The board of directors is comprised of W. D. Haines, Mrs. C. B. 
Daughters, Mrs. F. L. Murdock, Ada Billings, C. W. Emmons, Mrs. 
Flick, Mrs. Smith, Miss Givin and Mr. Correll. 


The Hodgeman County Historical Society held its regular election 
of officers September 20, 1935. Officers reélected are: L. W. Hub- 
bell, president; Mrs. James E. Mooney, vice-president; E. W. 
Harlan, secretary; Ora L. Teed, treasurer, and Mrs. L. H. Raser, 
historian. The board of directors includes: Mrs. O. W. Lynam, 
L. H. Raser and Mrs. James E. Mooney. 


Judge W. P. Campbell and David D. Leahy of Wichita were 
featured speakers at a meeting of the Harvey County Historical 
Society held in Newton October 1, 1935. C. F. Wilmore was elected 
president of the organization at the business session. Other officers, 
who were reélected, included: Mrs. H. W. Prouty, vice-president; 
Mrs. Ira Burgener, secretary, and John C. Nicholson, historian. 


Seventy-six veterans of the Twentieth Kansas regiment met in 
Topeka for their annual reunion October 7, 1935. Officers elected 
at the meeting are: Fred A. Recob, president; George Helwig, vice- 
president, and Harry Brent, secretary. 


At a meeting of the Shawnee-Mission Indian Historical Society 
October 28, 1935, the following officers were elected: Mrs. R. R. 
Sandmeyer, president; Mrs. John W. Sanders, vice-president; Mrs. 
Carl Harder, secretary; Mrs. Fred Carter, treasurer; Mrs. Frank A. 
Hardesty, historian, and Mrs. Walter E. Gresham, the retiring presi- 
dent, custodian. E. A. Austin, T. M. Lillard and Kirke Mechem 
represented the Kansas State Historical Society at a meeting held 
by the local society at the mission September 23. 
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A 300-page, beautifully illustrated book, The Romance of the 
Patchwork Quilt in America, by Mrs. Carrie A. Hall, of Leaven- 
worth, and Mrs. Rose G. Kretsinger, of Emporia, two well-known 
Kansans, has recently been published by the Caxton Printers, Ltd., 
of Caldwell, Idaho. Mrs. Hall has been a leading dress designer of 
the Middle West for over forty years. One of her hobbies has been 
the collection of books and museum objects relating to Lincoln and 
Theodore Roosevelt. This material, to which she is making constant 
additions, is assembled in the Kansas State Historical Society’s 
“Lincoln room,” a division of its library. 


Pioneer meetings or old-settler reunions are sponsored annually 
by many Kansas cities and towns. Most newspapers in these locali- 
ties, in conjunction with the gatherings, have brought out his- 
torical facts of sufficient importance for the date to be catalogued 
in these notes. In several instances special historical editions have 
been issued and the contents were described in more detail in 
“Kansas History as Published in the Press.” A list of communities 
holding meetings, and the dates, are as follows: Richfield, February 
22, 1935; Wichita, June 1; Kinsley, June 6-8; Ness City, June 11, 
12; Barclay, Protection, July 4; Rolla, July 17; Garden Plain (held 
at Wichita), July 21; Cottonwood Falls, July 24; Downs, July 24- 
27; Quenemo, July 25, 26; Green, July 25-27; Clifton, July 30, 31, 
and August 1; Nickerson, August 1, 2; Macksville, August 7; Hal- 
stead, August 7, 8; Ford, Lakin, Syracuse, August 15; Everest, Man- 
tey, August 17; Columbus, August 19-24; Belvidere, August 20; 
Hanover “Days of ’49,” August 20-22; Finney county, August 21, 
22; Morrill, Oskaloosa, August 23, 24; Elm Mills, August 25; Brook- 
wood, Mulvane, White Rock, August 29; Holton, August 29, 30; 
Topeka, August 30 and September 9; Drury, Severy, September 2; 
Atwood, Concordia, September 5; Larned, September 5, 6; Olathe, 
September 7; Humboldt, September 9-14; Oakley, September 12; 
Sharon, Wilson, September 12-14; Marion, St. John, September 14; 
Weir, September 14, 15; Howard, September 20; Herington, Septem- 
ber, 24; Cherryvale, Smith Center, September 25; Pratt, September 
27; Sedan, October 3-5; Norway, October 6; Rush Center, October 
7; Baldwin, Stockton, October 8; Bennington, October 12, and Kir- 
win, October 24. 
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